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QUR_DISTRICT HISTORY.

Geography.

Wemphray is the name of a sm panish
situated in Upper Annandale in Dudfriesshire.
The name is supposed to be derived from the
014 British wWords "Uamph Fri®", which means a
dell or deep den in the forest
the district as seen from the fBleeze'
Beacon Hill, lying within the/parish, \lend
great probability to the coyyectness off this
supposition and show that ¥ i
apt, and of abiding accur
is bounded on the wesgt gide’by the Ri:
Annan and contains two.fanggs of hil
running parallel with the river and Witth
each other, The lowest pofint is 20Q Kt.

above gea level at the sonthwest extremnity
and the highest poin}~'is inj the north : a9§
i 1

where the two hill ranges | . g 3
Lochfell, with an elevatiog of 1y 12500 ift
above sea level. Lying selong the~riyer gide
the land is fairly flat, relieved in %arious
places by fine ¢xamples of moraines. tw
the hill ranges flows the Wamphray watqr.
This rivulet was formerly known as the Leithen
and flows through the glen to join the Annen.
The Glen is indeed "a thing of beauty" with
its steep wooded banks backed by the lovely
Moffat Hills with their ever changing hue
from green to deepsst blue. The part of the
glen Which attracts so many visitors is be ow
the mill end nearby the parish Manse Where a
river forms three cascades by tumbling over ‘the
rocks into three pools known as the Pet, the
Pan and Dub's Cauldron. In the north end of the
parigh where it marches with Moffat is another
waterfall of awe inspiring beauty Xnown as Bell
Craig. The most westerly ridge is kncwn as
Dundoran With Gallastye further ncrti ani this
~1-
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merges. into Craigfell; while further cast are
Skadfell and Lochfell. The east of the parigh
is bounded by Laverhay end Xirkhill heights and
Finkland fell with the loWwer conical shaped
Bleeze gtanding mid south.

Climate.

e Nl L D 1T T

As these hill ranges are the first of any
significance which the moisture laden south west
Winds encounter after crossing the Solway they
di scharge much of their moisture on Wamphray and
give the district a2 damp climate. Today one hears
much of the wonderful Weather of bye gone days but
the weather conditions recorded for our district
in the statistical report for 1834 might well have
been that for 1965/66. We are told: "Cold east
winds prevail much in winter and more especially
in spring and early summer and though then drring
the day they may follow the sun, yet they too
often resume that direction during the night
being commonly accompanied by frost. It is true
indeed that this paiish enjoying a south wWesterly
exposure is in a grelat degree screened from their
piercing cold by the large intervening hills. But
when it bloWs hard, with snow from that quarter we
fequently feel its bitter effects-in sweeping the
dry snoW over the heights into the deep glens and
covering the ground where the sheep could be best
sheltered from the severity of the storm.”

*The report goes on to explain (just as is the cass
today) that the shepherd had to be alive to the
signg preceding such storms and have his flock dri‘ven
to safety so that the unwary animals wWere not .
enveloped in the deep Wreaths. Throughout the year,g
however, *the most prevalent Wwinds and also the 5§
highest, blow from the south west., These are very
frequently accompanied by torrents of rain. As

the farmer's activities, irrespective of the century,
are alWays governed by the Weather, crops are often
dam:ged and in extreme climatic conditions oompletel?
103 s :

P
Rev. C.Dickson's report in Statistiscal Report
" 183, P
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SEi14 FloWers.,

The rather mo

check the growth and varieties of wild flpwere

Which flourish in

and hills. Children, fiower collecting during

the school term fr

alWays get over a hundred different speciegy.
ond each succeeding month brings its oWg=quota@$%:

Though these flowe
common to most dis

child, she and her

excursion to the foothills angd there in the
Hass Meadow gathered Kingcups or globe
flowers, and to this day these flowers bloom

in that particular

in the month of August by the Wayside near
Fingland can be geen a fine patch of rest
harrow, while on the banks of the Wamphray
Water below Laverhay Water mimulus spread in

rank profusion.
hills are found, b
on the mossy benks

Wort intemmingle With.befls of wilg thyme, In
the Sauchie bank- by the Stiffen-bigging burn

can be geen in-ear

butter-bur, followegd later by its enormous

eénough to come across. Jamphray is singul arly ¢
barren of fruit trees; +the school house be ing

injurious to the =

tree bears blossom it is attacked by insects.

ist climate does nothing +o
our meadows, woods, waygidbs

om April until late June can: .

o

s are for the most part 55

tricts, yet Wamphray can o
Produce some unusual varieties, An o0l1d lady =
told me many years ago, how when she was g

Playmates made a yearly

pPlace in early June. Then

In the sheep drains on the
utterwort and sundew, while
the three colours of milk-

ly spring the flower of the

oots, and even wWhen the odd
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Likewise caterpillars do much demage among
gooseberry bushes , and in the fields grub
attack the oats., These pests Were a source
of annoyance even in the 18%h Century and :
still would be today, but for the timely 1
application of insecticides. QOver the 3
cénturies the garden or "kale yaird" was to :
be*found beside 11 homes - large or small.

Birds and Animals.

P =y

As our district stretches from the river—
gside where it is flat and rises gradually to the
hills with "cleuchs" and wooded glens inter-
spersed there are ample habitats to suit a Wide
range of birds and consequently many species are
to be found ~ both residents and migrants. Of
vhe large birds a pair of swans has 1ived and
nested by the Bield Loch, sometimes crossing,
what Was once the 01d coach road, and foraging
by the banks of the river Annan. Another of the
larger birds whi%h nests among saplings in the
Sauchie Bank is the heron. Sandmartinsg are
prolific by the sand banks of the river, while
the fells and kna&”’iroﬂde food and the
necesgary solitude for nesting gea birds and lap
Wings, curleWs, snipe, grouse and éven blaék
cocks One of the more uncommon birds to be
found on Kirkhill Height - far from human 3
habitation, is the short eared oWl, and the shep- :
herd on his lonely trek often sees it flying 1low
over the rough heathery hill face. The cuckoo
comes early to this district and his two fold
note 1s a sure herald of summer. The corncrake
has become less common, Possibly due to the fact |
that many meadoWws are now grazed instead of be ing °
left as a hay crop; but tonight I was delighted
to hear its harsh call from a field growing 2
forage for silage near the river baifls. All 3
the common birds:- finches, , sparrows, tits, black-:
birds, song thrushes, missile thrushes, Wagtails,
larks and many more are to be seen in our fields
and hedgerows. There is a rookery in the wood
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at the Howgill Linn and the noisy cawing of
the parent birds at nesting time has to be
heard to be believed. A smaller colony of
rooks is to be found at the other end of the
parish smong the huge old beeches near Girth-
head.

The wild animal life of our district is
largely governed by the protective coverage
and food available. Before “orld War II when
Wamphray Was extensively Wooded and rabbits
ate almost as much grass and groWwing crops as
the domestic animals, foxes abounded and Woe
betide the hens, Which were not securely
housed at night. In the young plantations
roe deer found food and ample seclusion.
However as all available timber Wag cut dovwWn
quring the war years and this was followed by
myxamatosis among the rabbite, foxes are less
Pentiful and rabbits almost extinct. DBadgers
do exist in the hills and their beds of Wither-
ed brackens can be seen out airing beside
their 'sets'. Brown hares &are very common
and the white mountain hare can be seen at the
higher altitudes,  Weasgels and stoats find
homes in the dr¥ stone dykes, while moles
have almost re#fiched the dimensions of a
pPlague, Hedgehogs and all varieties of
voles and mice find homes and food in our
banks and hedgerows, While it is becoming an
increasingly difficult task for the farmer to
keep the rat population in check. The brown
squirrel became less common for a2 time, but
always got food and shelter at the "Rough-
bush" a hazel-nut copse on the upper reaches
of the Wamphray 7ater. The stagnant pools
and slow flowing sheep drains afford splendid
breeding grounds for frogs and toads, and
children of all generations love to tend a jar
of tadpoles and watch their growth stage by
stage. Though not common, it has been known
for an otter family to make their home beneath
the deep overhanging banks of Dead lMan's Gill



and staffinbigging burn on the Kirkhiill heights,
Roads.

Though much of the history of the peopls of
our district through the ages hasg been lost, this
is not so with our roads and We know that the
present day main road running through our parish
Was Tirst plenned and constructed by the Romans
Wwhen ‘they made their victorious march nor thwards
ané. reached Scotland - then North Britain in
80 A.D, Though the Romans subdued they did not
exterminate the natives, but introduced zmong them
a higher form of civilisation. They discouraged
fighting and taught them better methods of land
tilth, handicraft work and even commerce. As =
conquering force a road was essential for bringing
provisions to their camps, for marching their
soldiers more quickly and for pushing their way
further North, but to the natives of Wanphray it
rroved a great boon during all the succeeding
centuries, This hdghway entered our district at
th2 south east by Dimwiddie Hill and ran almo st
due north and paraliel to the River Annan until
it left the parish b¥?ero¥sing the river into
Kirkpatrick Juxta. Then towards the end of the
elghteenth century the old coach rosad was
constructed, which with some deviations used the
already existing seven centuries old Roman road.
Today ths district is a maze of roads ang all
fourteen farms in our area have the greeat advant-
age of being served by a public road. There are
8lso two rights of Way. One folloWwing the Wamphray
Water via Laverhay, Braesfield and Carrowgill to
Moffat, but used only now by hikers Wishing to
eéxplore the hills. The other onsz goes from Kirk-
hill over the heights and into the neighbouring
parish. TFormerly and as late as the 1930's this
hill way Was used to transport lambs to the local
railway station and carlier in the season the wWool
crop Was transported by horse drawn carts also to
" be loaded at the station. During the 1939-45
World War when the hills wers commandeered as a
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shooting range this right of Way came into its
oWn and wWas extensively used.

Antiguities.

Nothing can give us a more abiding picture
of pré-historic times than the antiquities still
existing in varying degrees of preservafion in
our midst. We know the Romans brought Christ-
ianity and this stamped our Druidism Which wasg
the form of religion -practised by the sarly
natives. To substantiate this theory the
Rev, C. Dickson in his article on Jamphray in
the Second Statistical Account of Dumfrie sshire
tells us that there once stood near the parish
church at the entrance to the Glen a pretty
large Druidical circle and other tWwo at no
great distance thence. IBwn the ages many of
thz stones have been removed for the purpose
of building dykes. Onse circle, now under the
protection of Ancient Monuments, can still be
séen on the hill due southZeast of Dirkhil]y
Farm, but only seven huge gtones remain, A
Celtic camp can also be Vaguely traced on
Dundorsn Hill -~ now Wwooded with fine timber
planted after World War I, but sbove all the
people of these Celtic times have left us our
name *Wamphray", As the Druidical belief
died a Christian Church was built on the site
of the Druid Temple in the "dell in the forsstn
and after some chenges of sites and various
buildings, our breseént parish Church occupies
this gecluded beautirful spot. The lintsl of
the belfry door of ths Present church and also
of the pre 1834 Church bears a carving
representing the tree of hope emerging from the
Wounded dragon, which tradition says Was brought
from a chapel further up the glen and tells its
gymbolic tale. Of the Roman occupation there
is also evidence, Near the edge of the road

built by these ancient invaders still stand two
large unhewf stones, about three miles apart,
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one near Gategide Farmhouse, the other in

the holm opposite z=2nd across the road from
Poldean. Some antiquarians suppose these

to be Roman mile stones, but local tradition
avers that the Poldean monolith was erccted
to commemorate the stoy for one night of King
Jemesg the Fifth at the hostelrie nearby.
Another tall stons, without 1nscr1ptlon, and
noW fallen but complctnly visible is on °
Chapman Height (A Chapman Was a pesdlar wWho
bought linen and cloth woven by local weavers
and cottagers and sold goods or bartecred them
for 2cquired wares) loc 21ly said to be =
monument to a man who wasg murdsred there.
From these concrete relics We try to glean
some of our unWritten history.

Transport. R

The Romap ro 3 2d zlready montioned Which
passed thrbugh Wamphray was looked on favoursbly
by the cengineers who planned th:c coach road from
Carlisle to Edinburgh and, according o John
Patéerson in his history of Wemphray, "Thce track
of the Roman Roczd was pretty clogely adhered to.
The coach began to run in 1788. Then came
livelier times for those of the district.  In
the summer and zautumn the greet and the wealthy
travelled on this road in thoir privete carriages
and thcre Were travellers on horse back and way--
farcrs on foot - a never ccasing flow - day and
daily."” This ro=d Was also used for the
genaral traffic of the country by carricrs'! carts.
e arc told the service of carriers to Dumfries
Was good and by 1834 a carrisr made =z fortnightly
trip to Edinburgh. This extra traffic on the
main road of our district incrceased the aloe-
houses and row there werc four - all run by
women. The husbands had thsir own avocations
and left thc public-~house concern to their
spouses, Who according to the fashion of the
time retained their maiden surname. These 1
houses were at Bielg (now completely demolished) 4

ol



Annanholm (now a fully modernised cottage); Gatc- i
side (modernised farm cottage) and New Bigging

(now tho shepherd's cottage ot Stenries-hill end
also modernisecd). These "Guid Tives" brewed the
"maut yill" they so0ld and vied with each other as :
to Whose product Was most Wholesome., OFf these ale |
houses Jecan o' the Bield's gseems to have been the -
favourite and the carriers forgathered there in
great numberg, men and horses feading =2nd drinking
ere they took to the brae. Tradition tells us of
onez such toper, who when he was refused another
drink by Jean, song:

"The Auld wife o' the Bield may repent i1l

she dee,
For mony & braw penny has been spent there
by me.*®
Jean's tombstone in 4&nphray Kirkyard says"aged ;

93" so Jean had time to repent had she so
desired.

The event Which changed comple tely the whole =
outlook of our district and its inhabitants Wwas
the opening in 1848 of the Caledonian Railway.
This railway rsn right through the parish in a
north and south direction. From now onWards the
local people could board a train at the fine local
railway station and travelled direct o Glasgow
or Carlisle or even further afi=1d. As 2 good
local service Was also inaugurated people socn got
uged to moving further afield. John Paterson Says
~- "Masters and servants, great and small are
curried in the same train to their destination,
With a comfort and spead not b:fore anticipated,®
And why not? Thagse words anply testify to ths
class distinction and snobbery which existed
during =nd prior to the last century. But the
troins did more than take our inhabitants to the
cities to visit; it took many to look for work
and so the decline in population set in. The
troins olso brought goods and merchandise Which .
Previously had been produccd or made locally and



thus the coming of the railway caused the loss

of our independence as the self supporting commun ity
While the railway was being built navvies with their
barrows and shovels accomplished the work., As =
"cutting" was required as the railroad neared 1
Yemphrey Station the earth removed was made into d
o series of bings - known to this day as the

“"Barrow Pitgh, There was a crowd at Wemphray
Station on the first Locke rbie TLamdb Fairday aftcr
the obening of the railway to troffic, and soms of
vhe "riging generation” of that d=zy climbed on to

the roof of the carringes and sat there and
eventually reached their destinstion without

nishap, The first stztionmastor Weg Mr, Belil

and from an old DPhotograph made availoble by a
direct descendant stiil living in Wemphray, tho
station staff ang surfacemen locnlly cmployed on
This new railwey wasg quit: formidable. How lima,
manure and all typcs o goods requircd on the :
farms flowed in, and 1fxaviss the formors could got 4
their saleable stock and grain despatched with ecasc é
to good market centres, and at = lator dete when

the farmers in +the low lying district rezliscd the
need for milk in the cities and the worth of a

dairy farm, Wemphray Stetion was a busy place as

the milk floats rushed the milk to catch the "miik
train® which conveyed it to Glasgow and Zdinburgh

and at times as far as Dundse. Over the last

thirty years road transport has taken the place of
the r2ilway and now we arc in 2 much 1lsss habpy
position then our znccetors of s hundre d years ago.
Ko longer can we travel to the citics from our locnl
station; +the fermworkers are no longsr able +o

Judge the time from th: loecal trains, ss the

femiliar sound of their stopping =nd storting
vibrated even to the hills; nor can the housewife
spénd a daoy shopping in the city and return in
comfort by the local +train. Furthermore the 'bus
Which did much to oust the railway service is
bscoming less popular. A better standard of living
has maede the femily car more bopular, In fact in
our remotc country disirict it is not a present-day
luxury, but = nccessity. Today, Beeching might



have been literally at Wamphray station with
his axe, for all that remains of this once
busy and popular centre is the station house
and signal box! John Paterson remarks that
in the sixty years from 1848-1908 locometive
speed has increased five fold and he go®es on: ;
"In gixty years hence are travellers to 'be whirleg
along at the rate of 250 miles an houre"

Today the air route from London to Glasgow and
Edinburgh is directly overhead our valley, =and
now the farm worker sets his watch by the plane
times instead of the trains. Since the new

jet service recently begun;, John Paterson's
predictions are far svrpassed. However; unlike
the trains this new mode of travel does nothing
to change our local Wway of life.

Landlords.

The history of '"amphray's landoWners, or
to use the Scottish word, lairds, can be traced
with reasonable accuracy from early tliirteenth
century. The ownership changed frequently,
often being handed over as a marriage dowry.
In the mid fifteenth -century Wemphray came
into the posseggion of the Johnstones and
remained in that name until 1746. At that time
the lairds of Tamphray resided at 'Jamphray Place
or Castle - a stronghold on the banks of the
Yamphray Yater overlooking the Cauldron, marked
todzy by a grassy mound and the dip wWhich
gignifies the existance of a moat on the other-
Wige unprotected side., Here Margaret McLellan,
widow of James Johnstone, tried to m=intain her
rights by lawful means. She lived in stormy
time s, The "harrying", roiding 2nd rieving
that had long been chronic in the Borders rose
in her day to the most turbulent degree, and the
behaviour of the men of Wamphray, who Were none
other than freebooters, is not a heroic past,
but it was the fashion of the day. To be fair,
this much must be said of them - they pogsesscd
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invaluable attributes of bravery and a genuine
1oyglty to their chief - the Men of Wamphray were
henchmen to the Johnstone of Lochwood., In 1747

the Johnstones s014d Wamphray estate to Earl John

of Hopetoun Who remainegd laird until 1801 andg

dur;ng the period of his lairdship hs began a

Sseries of improvements Which not only gave

émployment to skilled and unskilled workmen, but

had far reaching effects on the €économy and well-
being of the inhabitants. Is Provided small holdings
‘or "pendicles" and built houses on them, Which are <o
this day known as NeWton. The first tenants were
the tradesmén and egtate Worksrs. The new houses
Were not up to the modern requirements sven of that
day (1777) but were built of stone and lime eng

taste fully set doWn. The tenants were very proud

of them and kept them tidy and well whitewashed

With lime provided by the landlord - a custom still .
kept up at the present time, Iie was also responsible
for changes in the system of farming, in a word he ¥
Was pioneer of the new system in Annendsle. Soon :
after he purchased the estate he had woods Planted,
marshy places drained,- thom hedges planted and
began the system of combining the ferms as tenancies
expired and built @« number of new farmhouses on these
enlarged units. Wamphray has besn singularly
fortunate in its landlords or lairads., In 1810 the
Rogersons became lairds of Wamphray following one
called Fettes who owned the estate for only nine
years but during that time cut down all the splendiqd
timber that grew in the parish, John Paterson
tells us that from an advertisement in the Kelso
Mail of August 30th, 1802, Pettes, as Edinburgh
Merchant, entered for sale:- "To be so0lg by Auction
on 20th Octover, 1802, in the King's Armms, lMoffat,

& great variety o7 timber groWing on the lands of
Wamphray, consisting of about 15, 000 oaks, 15,000
ashes, 2,000 elms, 1,100 Planes, 1,000 firs and

Some older birch and limes mostly full grown and of
excellent quality and fit for sh ipbuilding and
machinery as well as for country usge." Fettes had
only acquired ihe estote 2s 2 finaheiagl enterprise

~19-



and When he stripped it of its Wooded wealth
he s0ld it to Dr. Rogerson for £90,000, a sum
far exceeding his purchase price. e are

told the profit acquired from the sdls of wood
and the profit ih the turnover of the estate

me ant that Vamphray contributed liberally to
the building and endowment of Fettes College,
Edinburgh. Dr. Rogerson lost no time in’
trying to put his estate in order. He
replanted the nacres of woodland and did much
to improve the comfort of the cottage dweller.
These improvements meant work to both trades-
men 2nd labouréers and a period of prosperity
came to our district and when the Rogerson
femily sold Vamphray to Sir Robert Buchanan-
Jardine there Were no thatched dwellings
rem2ining in our district. When the Jardines
took over in 1883 they continued the tradition
of improving and keeping the buildings and
londs cbreast of the times. The finest gift,
Which has bestowed abiding benefit to our
district, Was given by Sir Robert Buchanan
Jardine. At the turn of the century when the
United Presbyterian Church smalgamated With
Johnstone and Wemphray Bree Church, Sir Robert
bought the property and let it to the district
&t the nominal rent of one shilling per year
s a parish hall. After World War I when
surplus militzry buildings were being sold =t
Gretna he further displayed his generosity by
acquiring sufficient material which builts a
huge annex to the hall. This vwooden ~ddition
comprised well appointed kitchen quarters, a
Supper room and smoke room as wall as ladies!
and gents' ante-roons, Today our district
hell, under the trusteeship of 2 cross section
of the community, is an amenity of which we
are 21l justly proud. As there is no mansion
house at Wamphray our laird is not a regsident;
and so it is With our present landlord - the
Earl of Haddington. However, We can confident-
ly say that he is very much alive to the well-
being of the psovle of his estate. Today

13-



every estate worker's cottage is completely
mogernised and has had electricity even before
sanitation. This is also the pattern for the

fam cottage -~ 8ll are completely modernisad %
and increased to meet With government spe cificationg
In:fact over the past ten years where the farm
cottages did not justify modemising, a new
bungaloWw Was built and five of these bungalovs

arc now occupicd. The Farl has also token full
advantage of the Hill Farming Act Wherceby
improvements to farm buildings snd l1and improve-
ment such as bracken cutting, limeing and slagging
and draining get a grant over a ten year period,
this hns done much to improve the gconomy of our
hill farms.

Schools and their History.

Parish sehools were on institution peculiar 4o
Scotland. THey Were established in 1696 and the 4
henters, or landlowrds, in every parish were
compelled by law t6 provide a school and sal ary
for a teacher. This Act was to enable every child
in the nation to receive a certain standard of
education. Vhen Wamphroy acquired its first school
is not definitely lmown, but it must heve been
effected without undue delay znd o small stretch
of stons dyke in the hedge by the road, = 1ittle
Way from the present school, marks the gite of
this first school. TFrom kirk session records we
know the first teachsr Was 2 locol man named
Henderson. From the same source we learned that
a teacher in 1754 was paid four shillings and
sevenpence for five quarters and 2 halfis wages
for several poor children. At this time to meet
the reguirements of increasing numbers of pupils
a new gchool Was bullt further up the glen and
on the Corseknovis. This elongated building
later became a cottar house With byre attached
but todey it has again bzen upgraded and is now
a trim and well kert modern farm cottage. By
1793 when onc, Mr. 2slie, Was teacher *he average

1 e



attendance Was one hundred and ten (1794 Statis-
tical Report). It was at this time that the
third school was built - this time a little
further down the glen. We are told it was =
great improvement on the previous building
being well lighted, With adequate heating-za
stove), which was fuelled by peats tzken to
school by the pupils; the seats and desks were
in the latest fashion of the day. DMr. Leslie
did not profess -the higher subjects but was a
successful teacher of the "three Rs". He
remained teacher until 1823 when ill-health
obliged him to retire at a comporatively early
age. He retired to Moffat, and his retiring
cllowance Was £16 a year Which was dedycted
from the statutory salary of £23, leaving the
tempting income of £7 a year, plus school fees
emounting to perliaps £23, a2 house, and = garden
for his successor. Mr. Leslie's suceessor is. -
undoubtedly Vamphray's finest son and to this
day is spoken of as "the Auld Mzister". John
Charteris, son of Matthew Chorteris and Jean
Learmonth was born in one of the smal]l Newton
Pendicles in 1803. His_ education began in the
parish school, but he ggon assimilated all the
knowledge Mr. Leslie could impart, and for the
next few years he attended Applegarth School -
seven miles to the south of his home. Here he
obtained from one, I'r., Brown, a university man,
on extensive knowledge of the best prose and
verse wWriters of the ancient Greece and Rome.
He also dipped deep into Mathematics; nor was
he lacking in the study of modern languages,
Mr, Charteris begsn his life Work ag a teacher
at Garrel School, Lirkmichael, but did not
continue there long. Jemphray School fell vacant
and out of several applicants he was appointed
colleague and successor to Mr. Leslic at the
tempting remuneration already mentioned., TFor
this sum the teacher had to undergo an examin-
ation in Mathematics, Latin end Greek. Nqthing
deunted by the poor money prospects, but
animeted by a warm affection for his n=ative
~15-
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barish, ang very much alive to the reWwarding

work of his calling, he extended the elementary
curriculum to include the higher subjects that

he himself hag acquired. As one or other of the
Professions was the only opening to a clever angd
ambitious country lad at the beginning of the 1last
century meny local boys took advontege of the
opportunity Mr. Chartcris brovided, A class wags
soon fomed and five 4o six years was the time
ellotted to prepare for college. In the year 1829
the first five local 1ads set out from Jomphrey to
Edinburgh University - three beceme doctors and two |
took theiy qualifications for the ministry. For &
the next forty four years Nr. Charteris had an
unbroken connection Wwith both Glasgow ard Edinburgh
universities, However, the classicel course was
not the only one catereca for ot Wemphray School -
the commereial was also carefully looked after and
Mr., Charteris Was as proud of his former pupils who
reached the heights in 4rade ang commerce, ship-~
huilding ond engineering, as he Wwas of those Who
reached the highest point ottainable in their
bprofessions. John Chorderis made his small native
parish notable not only over the gounty but far
beyond. Thanks to his great life-werk dzmphray has
the unigue distinction of producing from its small
country school threec moderators of the Church of
Scotland - the highcst position in the Church, e11
in one generation. They were Dr. Chartsris (son of
the schoolmaster), pr. Pagan and Dr, Gillespie. Mr,
Charteris was long befors his day in the higher
¢ducation of girls. His opinion was that the girls
Who had time and talent should be taught =211 the
subjects the boys were teught, but their higher
subjects generally consisted of French and German,
book-keeping, ang mneasurements of floors for

carpe ts. Mr. Charteris did not confine his
activities to the mentzl development of tho se under
his care, but eéncourzged his gcholars in =211 gapes "
that developed physicel strength and skill. e {
wes 2n expert sWimmer and advised 211 %o acquire

the art. Football was his favourite geme 2nd he

=16
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alWays enjoyed a Well-played geme, and played
it in winter on a field loanead by Mr. French,
farmer at nearby Wamphrey Gate, Big lads and
girls, Who Worked on the farms helping Wwith hay
and harvest and herding on the unfenced grazing
grounds during summer, returned to school;in
Winter to learn the "three Rs". As a hoboy
Mr., Charteris loved his garden and Was 2 moat
successful beekeeper. The fine lime trges
beside the present day school testify tp the
provision made for the beeg of yester year.,
In 1862 the new and present day school and
schoolhouse ware completed; built by local
tradesmen from a dark grey Water gtone got
from the local burn. At this time the teach-
er's salary was considerably raised. It was
hoWever in the 0ld school by the glen that
"the Auld Maister" did his great work. The
late Mr., Geo. Carruthers, Stenrieshill,
loved to tell how Wwhen a sn2l] laddie he was
one of those in the procession which marched
from the o0ld school to thé new one,

In 1834 Mr. Charteris married Misg Jean
Homilton, daughter of M7, Archibald Hamilton
of Broomhills, Wamphiray, Their family con~
sisted of & daughter and two sons - the elder
son was Dr. Archibald Hamilton Charteris,
loter Noderator of the Church of Scotland ana
Professor of Biblical Criticism in Edinburgh
University. His name is still a household
Word as the Founder of the Women's Guild of
the Church of Scotland - an idea probobhly
ingpired by his father's opinion of the higher
education of giris. He wasg also ths first
editor of the magazine "Life and Workn, The
younger son Was Dr, Matthew Charteris, Professor
of Medicine at Glasgow University. John
Charteris died in Wamphray Schoolhouse in
September, 1871, at the age of 68. He  is
buried near the church Where his ancestors had
been elders sinee the Reformation.

~17-



Mr. Wight (brother of Rev, G. Wight) designeg
the memorial tombstone Which is in the shape of
an Tona Cross, and the base is copied from the
0ld Celtic stone above the belfry door, endg bears
the following inscription, "In Memory of John
Charteris for nearly 50 years schoolmaster of
Wemphray - his native parish. Born Newton June
2nd 1803, Died September 12th, 1871. Erected
by Friends ang Pupils as a memorisl of one
endeared to the Community by his many servicesg
as an able and successful teacher, a kind ang
courteous neighbour, a sound adviser, g sterling
friend and a consistent Christian", Mr. Rae 9
Who succeeded Mr., Charteris had also local family *
connections., He Was s university trained student
and so Was capable as well ags anxious to continue
the good Work of his bredecessor and did send

boys to train ag doctors and ministers of religion,
but the stringent codes of the NeWw Zducation Act
bput a stop to that training in parish schools all
over Scotland and Wamphray was no exception., He
had the singalar honour of being President of the
Fducational Institute of Scotland. He remained
teacher in Wamphray until his death in February,
1907. Mr, Rae Was a bachelor and his entire
egtate, after his housekeeper got a 1ife rent of
it, was put in trust to éendow a bursary to help
educate local Schoolmasters' children. By this
time the school Population had dwindied very
congiderably, the number of children of school
age being about fifty. During the present
century the numbers have been governed by the
floating population. Since centralisation of
post-qualifying pupils came into force in 1937,
Wanphray School has been a two teacher school;
even being down graded to a single teacher for a
short period in 1947.

|
5
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During the 19%h century the girls of Weamphray
Were catered for educativnally., Th: Rogersons of
Lethenhall (kinsmen of the local laird of that
period) took a lively interest in all thet
concerned Wamphray, ~18-



Miss Rogerson of Leitherhall built and
endowed a school at Newton, for girls and -
infants, Which before the end of the century §
became incorporated with the Parish school.
Her brother David invested a large sum of
money the interest of which was to Prov.jde
bursaries to lads attending university. Trom
Wemphray School, and these bursaries wWere
extended to students attending agricultural i
and technical colleges. Mr. Charterig! 1
school in the glen is today the Smiddy and

the Girls' School in Newion is a joiner's

shop, or, to be more accurate, merely a

store for building material.
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Doctors.

During the latter part of the 18th
century and most of the 19th, Wamphray was
catered for medically be a resident doctor,
His residence was at Bridgend, the picturesque
dwelling beside the Wamphray Water at the
Point Where it is bridged to carry the road to
Moffat. Dr. Anderson, a native of the parish
Wag in practice ip 17é7. The parish records
of that time tegtify +to this fact, for they
contain an entry that the above mentioned Dr,
Anderson returned to the Kirk Session "for
behoof of the Poor" the fee received from them
for attendance on necesgsitous patients. He
Was succeeded by Dr. Beck, also a local man,
being son of a farmer, Little is known of
him, other than that he was succeeded by one
Dr. Sanders, who was not a native. He
bractised in the distriet from 1828 until
his death in 1864. His mode of travel was on
horse back, and he is alWays associated with
With his hardy o0l1d white pony. The field
adjoining Bridgend must have been used to
graze the doctor's pony, for to this day the
field, now part of Pupplaburn, is known as
"the doctoer's parkr. We are told that for
nearly forty years the doctor night have been "

-19.-
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seeén in silk hat end dark riding cloak, doing his
professional rounds in all weathers and at ail
seagons on the white pony that he brought with him
to Wamphrey. A kindly men, he Went on, pre scribing
and ansWering "Yes" with a smile when askéd by the
Patient if the dose Was to be taken "next their i
hert in the morning" (on an empty stomach). Before
and after Dr. Sanders begen practice, "bleeding",
on the arm Was the cure for many ailments, and L
Wwhen folks thought their veins were too full went
off o the Doctor and got bled. TLeaches (aguatic
blood sucking worms) Were commonly used medicinally
for bleeding. An 0ld lady living at that time used
often to relate that one of her earliest memoxies
Wwas Watching sick leeches disgorging blood they
had sucked from a sick person in the household,
Dr, Williem Sanders, one of Mr. Charteris' local
Pupila, succeeded his father, but died after a
few years in practice. He in turn was followed
by his brother-in-law, Who after a few years
emigrated to Ameries. Since then the district
medical practitioner has resided in the neigh- |
bouring parish of Johnstone. In fact, today, When 0
distance is no object, our district is catered for o
by dectors from both Moffat and Iockerbie as Well
as Johnstone Bridge.

R e
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Churches and their History. 5

Wamphray Parish Church Was built in the low
sequestered glen, surrounded by high rising ground
and woody banks and also by large ash trees within
the enclosure of the Church, This was the 5
description given by Rev, Charles Dickssn in 1830.
HoWever, no one knows how old the chureh gite is,
but it is considered probable that a religious
building was there at the end of the 6th Century.
Wamphray Church is mentioned in 1265 When it Wag 1
taxed for the Deanery of Glasgow, When the Johnstoneég
became lairds of Wemphray in 1476 it is 1likely that
the parish church stood on the same site as that of
the present day building. The present church wag
rebuilt in 1834 and bvefore that according to the
=20-



Second Statistical Report, it was in a very
bad state, The interior floor lewvel was a
foot lower than the ground outside, and to
quote from the old record, "It Wwas damp,
dirty and disagreeable both in summer and
in Winter, and by far the worst place of
Worship in the South of Scotland".

After the Reformation, Ministers were
scarce so Wamphray and Johnstone were Jjoined
under one Minister. In 1602 the Chief
of TLochwWood received an order from the Privy
Council to wvisit every church in the district
and to levy a tax on the householders where
needed. The order concluded thus:. "The
King end Privyy Council think that much of the
barbarity of the Borderers arose from the want
of the Gospel being properly preached them".
Twenty years later Wamphray Church wWag
separated from Johnstone, but it was sewveral
years later before an educated and licensed
Minister was appointed. The first was the
Rev. John Hastie, M,A ., Who was ordained in
1632 and his successor was the famous John
Brown, M.A,, of Covenanting times. After
seven years of Minis try he was deprived of
the living and pronounced an outlaw for call-
ing the Brethren of the Presbytery "perjured
naves and villains" because they attended the
Episcopal Diocesan Synod of GlasgoWw. He fled
into hiding in a cave in the Sauchiebank a
short distance from the manse but was captured
by Government officials, Who, it is said put
him on a pony, with his legs tied underneath
the animel's body. On the way to Edinburgh
they pasgsed through Moffat and stopped at the
Annandale Arms, leaving Mr. Brown, barchead on
the pony outside. A Wamphray man saw him and
took off his own bonnet and placed it on Mr.
Brown's head. On reaching Edinburgh Mr. Brown
Wag imprisoned in the Tolbooth, but his health
broke down and he signed a Paper promising to
leave the country and never return. He chose

-]
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Rotterdam in Holland and was appointed Minister

of the Scots' Kirk there - g position he held

t111 his death, 17 years after leaving Wemphray.
Ministers came and Went in rapid succesgsion for

a number of years after Mr. Brown's time and

after eighteen ministers from the Refomation

We come to the Rev, Charles Dickson Who Wag
ordained in 1825 and he died in 1853. He wWas a
kindly men, but grave and formal in manner. He

Was considered by his parishioners to be one of

the best preachers in %he district, Mr, Dickson
Was ths last Minister to hold the 0ld fashioned
"visitations". The Parish was divided into
districts and visited in rotation - every house-
hold was asked to meet hinm at a convenient place
and everyone was questioned in the shorter Catechism.
Yo, Dickson married Margaret Rogerson, daughter of
the fammer of Pingland. His tombstone in Wamphray
Churchyard tells the sad life he must have endured,
for of a family of gix sons only tWo survived to
manhood years and one of these Was drownsd when a
young man in New Zealend,. His wife lived to a
great age, surviving her husband by many years.

Mr. George Wight, M, A., Glesgow was appointed
assistant and successor to Mr. Dickson and vhen the
latter died the congregation Detitioned the patron,
the Farl of Hopetoun, to present him to the charge.
This petition was composed by Archibald Charteris
(later Dr. A, Charteris and son of Mr. John
Charteris, local schoolmaster) the first of the
kind ever done. When Mr. Wight was appointed his
stipend Was supposed to be £310 a year, but it
often Wes only £250 or less — it varied according
to the price of corn. He had to Pay the beadle
out of this as well as al1 family expenses. John
Gibson Was the Precentor wWhen Mr, Wight came to the
parisn (he was a slater by trade). M. Wight

told the story of how one day asg he was sitting in
his study on the ground floor he suddenly saw a
man falling past the windoWw. He mushed to open it
and looked out in fear, expe¢ting to see hinm killed,
but there was John sitting up and with a grin said,
"Ye could'na hae done that noo." The beadle wag



quite a different person - t211 and heavily built
With clothes a size too large. The old Hinister
never bothered him to dress for Sunday duty and
he just carried up the Bible "slow his oxter"
and laid it on the pulpit bookboard and retired
to his ssat. However, Mr, Wignt rigged him in
a black coat and white tie and made him mount
the pulpit stairs after, and close the door
behind the minister. The beadle didn't =pprove
of these innovations and grumbled a good deal.
The Sacrament Sunday Was 2 great event. 1In the
church, as it was rebuilt in 1834, =2 long table
ran doWn the length of the Church. This Wos
covered With a fine linen c¢loth. There Were
tWo sittings and two services - the Parish
Minister taking the first, and a visiting
Ministar the second. After the congregation
had filed into each side of the table, the
elders went round, thrusting a hand between
the people to collect the lead tokens, which
had been distrituted at ths Fast Day Services;
held the previous Friday, After the servicas
Were over and collection counted the Flders
all went to the Manse for a late lunch or
dinner - there was always a large roast of
beef. When things had been cleared away, the
Elders settled down to make up the books of
attending Communicents, aided by hot toddy
served in the o0ld fashioned rummers with toddy
ladles. The Church interior Was reconstructed
during Mr. Wight's ministry and his brother
designed the restoration of the church, but the
bPresent seating Was quite gpoiled by one elder,
Who said the centre sezts Were to be moved
back to enlarge the Platform, without consulting
the architect, which was unforgivable., Another
elder was a gentle old man, but he clung
tenaciously to the old forms of worship and
hated anything new, When the precéntor was
superceded by a harmonium the 0l1d man said
sorrowfully, "They'll be having the hymns next",
Which duly happened in the coursc of time.
"This same/ 23



This same Elder was rather a trizl to Mr. Wight
in one matter. Ivery Sunday Thomas Gillieson
marxed in his Bible the text of the Semian "Mr.
Wight and date". Sometimes the Minister wrote
> completcly new sexmon on the smme text, but
when Thouias turned it up and found it had been
used before he added another "Kr, Wight end
date” concluded it was an old sermen and
proaptly settled himself down to sleep. But
if Mr., Wight did "turn the hanel™ and used

an old sewon, he che 1bed the text, whereupon
Thomas sat listening to it 2ll ovsr again.

Another grent day in the annnls of the
parish wag the Sunday School treat - locrlly
kno¥n as the "Berry Feast”. There was nc
suggestion of the children going o trip by
coxch or train, they alw.ays went to the munse.
The fwoot wos always held When the gooszberries
wersa ripe and o large clotnes basxet was filled
with berries - hence the nezne of the fewst.

Zach child got 2 book cr Bible - the latter if
it Was his or her first oppecrance in the Sundny
Schooli. There Were nume€rous prizes for sports
and befor¢ going homne each child got soile sWeets,
buns and nilk - the minister kept a2 cow s Well
2s & pony on his gleve. The expense of this
tre=t was met entirely bJ the Minister. The
Church, like the pressnt dwy school, Was bullt of
loc2l svone got fron the neorby Wamphray Water,
It is = doxk grey Whln stone. “When the Charteris
Meroricl Guild Roowm #as bullt over ithe Church
vorch in the 1320's, 1its size Was governad by the
stone 2veilable., It Was undesirable to have a
pratched e¢ffect. This mewmoriel, s the name
suggests, Was erected in meaory of Professor
Archibald Hemilton Charteris, who, along with his
wife, founded the Wonen's Guild of the Church of
Scotland. 4s a child of the schoolhouse he
attended Sundoy School here =2nd beceame a member
of the Church undsr the +tuition and guidance of
Mr., Wight.

The Wamphray/
-24
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The Wenphray Kirk bell hns a rather unigue
higtory,* It bears the legend "Deo solo gloria
15?2"0 01ld Wamphroy folk know the tradition that
it'was reived from Wiston in Tanarkshire. Its
s12ll size (ten inches by twelve inches) is not
incompatable with such an exploit, for which none
Would be more ready than the "Lads of Weniphray"
Who in the words of the ballad, rescusd fron
oblivion by Sir Walter Scott “Were ne'er for
good but aye for ili". The Tanphroy bell is
not cracked as has been supposed. It Appenr s
thot the loops were rusted or worn and the bell
has been picrced to insert new ones, Which
operation has spoiled the tone.

The Parish of Wamphray Was rlso cotored
for by a Relief Church from 1777 to 1900. ‘ie
are told it was a big barn like building built
2t the South 7e¢st end of the parish, The
congregation Was largs, being drown frow = Wide
Are2 couprising nany parishes., The Communions
Werc very lorge gotherings and the celebrations
not unlike that described by Burns in his "Holy
‘airt, The “"$obles” wWere nurerous =nd the
celebration took the greatcr part of o long
sumiler day. The Gateside Sncriment or Lockerbie
Lomb Fair were the =1t.rnative holidays
bargained for by the country servants in Annaile
dele When accepting 2 new situation.  About the
yenr 1850 the congregation, now nuch dirminished
built themselves 2 new church on n differont
site not far from the o0ld one. The Relief
Church now became known as HAepiphray United
Presbyterian Church, This Kirk observed the
gane gtrict discipline that other churches of
thot period did ~nent drinking, profane sWearing,
fighting snd servile Sabbath Work, All who
indulged in these were subject to one or more
day's public rebuke before the congregation. We
are told it went one nore and gquote John Paterson,
"For = l1lad and lass walxing on the public ro=d
doing the prclimineries to narriage, one days
public rebuke was awarded, An unlucky chiel
once fainted/ -25-
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once fainted under the vigorous overhauling

he was being subjected to, Which drew from thee
adninistrator the remark,'I'1] proceed no

further today, no use in pouring water on a
drowne d nouse!' . The last nminister in charge
of this church, the Rev. Peter Wilson, improved
and beautified the church, ths manse and the
grounds, ond by his sermons, lectures and cowsses
cowr ses of lectures did nmuch to raise the
gspiritual and intellectual 1ife of the district.
Mr. Wilson was 2n expert at fretwork mmd his
Wwork at this craft can be seen on the decorations
of the chancel of the present day Hope Memorinl
Church. In 1901 the congregation amalgenated
With the Johnstone ard %Worphrzy Free Church (now
Hope Menoriel) and 2s already nentioned the
United Presbyterian Church building became the
local Parish Hall. It is often snid history

repe ots itself 2nd this sesns the cmse with our
Porish Church, for today Ministers are 2g2in
scarce 2nd Wamphray shares o Ninister with the
neighbouring parish to the North - Kirkpatrick
Juxto. Alas too, members of congregntion seen
scarce, An apathy to the spirituzl wellheing is
nost evident and in too nany cnses the church
comnection is merely naint~oined so 2s the Minister
is avnilable for baptism, merricges and to perforn
the last rites at the graveside. This cat~rstrophe
is not umerely parochial but on ~ nationsl scnle.

Occupations.

Let us now see what the inhabitants of our
district did for a living. As the horse w=g the
only neans of travel prior to 1847 distance of
novenent Was nuch restricted and in the wild -ng
unsettled d2ys of an even earlier period the safest
places Were in secluded glens or aniong the hills.
This meant each district had to be self sufficient
2nd be able to carry on its way of life Without
any outside help. Inplements for Work of mny type
were alnost non existent - the hand was the only -
nachine available. This accounted for the lorge
populntion/ 26—
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Which our parish was able to maintain in the
13th and 19th centuries, and as implements
improved, and the facilities of transport
advanced in efficiency the number of people
needed for the economy of the district
diminished. Agriculture was the main industry,
and many of the other occup2tions wWere its
subsidiaries. Some of the industries that were
carried on in Vamphray, three have long since
entirely disappeared - these Were weaving,
nill-Wauiking and coopering, In the enrly
19th Century there were four Weaving shops in
the parish in which woollen and linen cloth
Was manufactured. Thesa two articles were
native oroducts, and as the whole process in
Preparing them for the loon, the sheering,
scouring, carding and spinning of the woolj;
the soWing, bulling, dubbing, breaking,
heckling and spinning of the lint was done
locally there was no idile morent for anyone.
One of the Carruthers family of Stenrieshill
often told how as a child she helped with the
dubbing of the l1lint in the pool of the Wamphray
¥ater beside Bridgend. Sheets, the lint of
Which Was grown aft Broomhills and prepared and
comPleted by the Hamilton fmily, are still
treasured heirlooms of their descendants.
Before cotton became cheap, linen cloth of
different degreess of fineness was used for
sheets, clothing and tablecioths, The
Weavers made the homespun cloth which was
Worn by the majority of the inhabitants “for
kirk and for marke+t. The men always wore
their plaid and this fashion Wag carried on
by the shepherds long after others had
acquired a great coat. According to old
récords there were two waulk mills in
Wamphray as far back as the 17th Century.

The surplus of the linen and Woollen cloth
manufactured in the parish wag sold at

Scotch or English Markets or the chapmen

Who called at the door on their purchzsing
rounds.

When church/ _ =27~
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when church records bsgon in 1751 an elder
and precontor named John Johnstone was a COOpe T,
He Was 2 great worthy and his witty rem=rks ond
practices have lived on in the ennsals of the
district. He is perhaps best remembered as the
mon Who gave the crofting community of NeWton the
nickname of "Gilgal"., It Was not difficult for
anyone to pass over Wamphroy wator "dryshod" in
the summer time so When Ceooper Johnstone flitted
to one of the new Hopetoun Crofts frowm the Moffat
are” hi rnnounccd h: had "passed dryshod over
Jordan and encanped in Gilgal", Though the
connection Was farfetched, the nsne crught on and
te this very drny all natives know What is rc-nt by
“GilgalT., This coober had a nechaniceanl genius
cund it is told that he anticipated by wmore th-n -
hurdred years o $ype of tricycle, =nd towards the
end of the 18th century he rattled slong the
Vemphray roads on this contraption. The Gibson
f7ily who have without 2 bre-sk been millers in
dopphroy Glen ond who 2lWays have o "Johnstons
in their family ars descendants of John Johnstone,
Cooper, elder and precentor in Jamphroy souwa two
hundred ycors 2go. Fronn those days until sons
ten years 2go Wanphrsy mill wos o busy place. Its
millers ground the corn for nexl from o Wwide
district. Wamphray Mill's reputation for ftine
produce Was femed far beyond the confimsg of the
perish. For gensrations the Yeniphrey niller
Journeyed each Friday to Moffnt Morket ~nd to
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quote the old poen “drive 2 ruttlin' trods in barley,

Demses and grain" and none could nateh his porridge
mecl. "It's perfectly divine'". Ales todey the
il wheel turns no longer - pocket cereals are
nore popular than oztmeal porridgs and inpor ted
concentrates neet the demands of the farmcr to

feed his cattle, rather than the bi-products of
oats =2nd barley. No longer docs the farm vorker
g£et% 2 quantity of oatneal 2s 2 perquisitc. Times
heve chenged and the niller and his mill have
becoric rs dundant.

Janphray had olso its shocmskers and cloggers, "

and the "wee ends" on the Newton houses gtill remain

evidence/ -28-



evidence of where the shoemakers plied their
trade, These were before ready made foot-
Wear Wos ever thought of, and all the natives
Went to either of the shoemakers to get
measured for "a pair o' trysted buits", All
the sewing Was done by hand and many
apprentices Were employed. Just as the
shoemakers were kept busy so also were the
tailors. Thomas Gillieson for 2lmost
sixty years of the 19th Century diligently
bursued his calling at Plantation Foot.
His grand-daughter often used to tell how he
trained his apprentices by this mgxim,
"Iads, many 2 one Will asgk who did it, but
few will ask ho¥w long it took®. Indeed
sound advice for 2 craftsman but quite out
of keeping with todoy's hourly labour
charges. The apprentices first jobs
were sgsewing on buttons and making pockets.
Boys wore petticoats long after infuncy.
Many years age a local old man told of how
he remembered being taken to the tailor to
be measured for his first pair of trousers
8till wearing a petiticoat (as he termed it5
made by his mother. John Paterson paid
this tribute to Thomas Gillieson -~ "He was
for many years o most useful man in the
parish. He served =8 a member on both
parcchial =and school boards. He was an
elder of the Church, the precentor for =~
time and also a teacher in the Sunday
school, From youth to extreme old age
he was orderly in walk and conversation
and one wWho clung most tenaciously to old
lines of religious thought. Thomes is a
"missed" man. As = neighbour he was
obliging both in time of hegth and sickness,
He merried Joan Hamilton of Broomhills and
gister of Mrs. Charteris, the wife of John
Charteris. His son Archibald, one of the
school master's pupils, became 2 minister
and his son Williom Fynn Gillieson,
Minister/
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Minister of Vellington Church, iyr, was one of the =
first Scottish Ministers to brondcast the Sundoy
evening service on the wireless. From =2n old i
tale Which has passed on from generation to i
gener~tilon, We 2lso knoW there was = strow bonnet
maker in Womphray. The story goes thet while
tcoking the census in the early part of the 19th
Century, the officinls were filling in the
required particulars of an old body who lived in
NeWton. "You're = spinstery® he enguired, to
Vihich ctms the indignant reply, - "Noething o
the sort, I'm a strac bonnet makerd, From
Sinclairs Stotistical report for 1794 We are told
"of tradesmen there Were - 3 masons, 2 joineérs,
4 tcilers, 9 Weavers; 2 smiths, 2 shoemeskers and
2 shopkeepers”. These tradecsmen 21l catered for
the farmers of the district, who during the 18+th
Century occupied small farms, Which as the yeors
Passed Were condensed into lorger and more
remunerative units. Still continuing Sinclair's
report, We learn the populaticn was four hundred
and eighty seven. The woges of trodesmen wWas |
2/- per doy =nd 1/3@ for lobourers. PFamm servonts
woges ruled s folloWs: Men £6 to £8 per onnum ond:
women £2.10/- to £4.,10/- for =~ similar period. OF |
stock in the parish there were cbout 6,000 black
faced sheep, 500 blrck cattle, 89 horses and 100
swine. The form crops grown included: onts, borley
pototoes, pecs, turnips, flox, ryegrnss cud notural
grass (hoy).  Dr. Singer (Minister in Wemphroy in
1794) tells us thot potntoes become a field crop
about 1760. On their fir st =ppearonce in the
district they were plented in the gordens, lifted
When ripe, carefully washed and put into o barrel
emong corn seeds to '"keep" properly. Eight formersg
in his dey raised turnips. Vith regord to the form
buildings "They are not uncomfortable, but not What.
they should be', About some of the homes he states:
"The stone end tuxrf walls of some of the houses of °
the poor are far from comfortable." Dr. Singer
gives us a statistical picture of farming eguipment
and catalogues the following as being in use in the
/district
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2 threshing mills; 33 two-horse pPloughs; 5 three-
horse ploughs and 55 carts, Both male and female
unmarried servants Were boarded in the farmhouse,
A herd boy or lassie Was an indispensible adjunct
to a farm as fences or dykes Were few, if any.
Their Wages Were nominal, The farmers planted
a quantity of potatoes to the cottars on his
ground supplying also the manure. The charge
for that to each was 8 days shearing (with the
hook) in harvest. Sinclair and also Dr.Singer
make the following comment on this custonm,
“Heritors and farmers are an intelligent class
of men Who have the good sense to see that

their own interest and prosperity are interwoven
With that of their country', Yhen Dr.Rogerson
bought “amphray estate in 1810 he spcnt iarge
sums of money in improving his newly acguired
property.,’ He planted Wwoods, drsinsd mar shy
land, carried on the planting of thorn hedges
commenced by the Farl of Hopetoun and built
excellent new' steadings on every fam meant to
remain a separate one and on sore

of the pendicles or crofts also. These great
improvements, and the accomplishing of then
brought much work and better times to our
district - a fact Wwhich is confirmed by the
Statistical report of 1834 (by Rev. Charles
Dickson)., He generalises by saying "The
Wanphray farmers were among th: Wealthiegt

in the South of Scotland - their homes Were
clean and neat and they enjoyed the comforts

as well as the necessities of 1ife", Mo st

of the tradesmen and estate workers had one

of the small pendicles and a gardan and this
gave them advantages which might otherwise

have been denied them. They too kept their
abodes tidy and an air of contentment wag

easily discerned. At this time great

advances Were being made in agriculture and

" Wemphray, encouraged by their landlord, lost

no time in adopting the new methods.

Rotation of crops and the subdividing of the

/farms
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farms into fields, which were now becoming fenced,

2ll led to better husbandry. The local farmers d
had now more capital +3 carry on operations with F
energy and spirit. A purer breed of Galloway cattle
was introduced and inter breeding among sheep to
Produce a finer fleece was also set afoot; nor

did they neglect the imdroving of the carcase. Some
of the farmers on the lower alititude encouraged a
mixed breed from a cheviot ewWe Wi+th a Leicestershire
Tam . In 1798 there were only two threshing mills in;
Wemphray wiile by 1835 every farmer had one. ZEven
today at least two circular horse-gangs, Within 4
Which the horses waolked 4o drive the nill, exist in 1
our district. The land on the foot hille unploughed |
for 100 years were now broken up and so¥n down With |
artificial grasses. The introduction of fencing '
enabled cultivetion at higher altitudes and so
Productivity was stepped up very considerably. A%
this period in farming progress one above all others
led the field. He wag Walter Corruthers of Mylne
Who farmed EKirkhill. As a stock farmer he rose to
national supremacy. His name appeared freguently on
the prize lists of the Highland and Agricultural
Society as a prize Winner in the Cheviot Sheep and
Galloway cattle classes, and later his brother John
Won the gold medal and first prize tor Cheviot sheep -
a2t the Great International Agricultural Show held at |
Paris in the sixties of last century. In the North
American Lerd book of pure bred Galloway cattle there *
2re ten entries from the herd of Carruthers of Kipk-
hill, 7amphray. The splendid momuwent erected in 4
Weamphroy churchyard to his menory bears the followingj

T i 1 R i S P -

inscriptions- "Walter Carruthers of Hylne died at
Lirkhill 1854 aged 42 yrs, This monument is ere cted
by a Wwide circle of friends to mark the high esteen
end kindly feeling excited in =11 classes by the
Worth and generosity of his character and as a token
of their appreciation of his zealous and successful
efforts to promote the agricultural and soclal 4
improvements of his native districtv, It is known
he didn't leave great Pecuniary weaslth, but no one .|
ever amppealed to him for help in vain. Even the 1
vagrants, and there were nany of them in those days,~
Were alWays sure of food and shelter at Kirkhill. )
/This -32-



This care for the poor Wanderer grew to be

an institution and until comparatively recent
times the lone beggar found his Wway to Kirkhill,
Where bed in the barn or byre and breakfast at
the kitchen door was never denied.

In 1814 Joseph Hamilton came to Saughtrees.
He was specially named in the Statistical
Account of 1834 as a "man of means and enter-
Prise" who gave a great deal of Work to the
poor, at a time When the population of the
barish was very high. Mr. Hamilton was
accidentally killed when a young man and his
family left the districet. Also in 1814,
Joseph's brother Archibald came to Broomhills,
Wamphray. He farmed well and energetically
$ill over eighty years of age. 1t is Wworth
recording that two of Archibald Hamilton's
great great grandsons farm today at Yirkhill
and Pumplaburn, both in our district,
Archibald Hamilton died at Broomhills in
1865 in his 94th year. These two brothers
came to Wamphray from Bellridding, Torthorwszld,
and both had been in the yeomanry along With
Robert Burns. It was one of Archibald's
broud claims that he rode knee to knee with
Rabbie, He was a shrewd man and liked a
good day's Work from his Workers, but he had
also a keen sense of humour and his great
grand daughter used to tell how "the Auld
Man ava at Broomhills" enjoyed telling this
incident against himself. Family wWorship
started off each day and all, to the most
menial servant, had to attend. On this
Particular occasion while Archibald was
engaged in prayer, an Irishman, who was
employed as casual labourer at the time,
kept Tustling the vages of his Bible.
After Archibald had concluded his prayer
he rebuked the fellow for his disturbing
behaviour, to Which came the witty reply,

typical/
-3 3w
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typical of his countrymen, "Shure and I'm

just forwarding the work, Sor". He had been
trying to find the chapter due to be read.

Trom this We learn of the habit of family
worship and also that Irish labour Was

employed locally. According to the statistical
report of 1834 much grumbling Was doneé about
cheap Irish labour in some parishes; but no
reference of this kind was made about Wanphray.
- Three generations of Archibald Hamiltons
succeeded to the tenancy of Broomhills, but as
the last Was a bachelor the name died out and
the 1line is carried on from a female branch.

To return to the Carruthers of Kirkhill some
revealing tales have been handed doWn.

In those early days of the 19th century
three women Weré amployed - a houseiceper, one
who Worked in the byres and helped With pigs
etc., and a young lass; the men employed
included a single "herd", itWo married ploughmen
and a 1ad. Th~ young lass of thos> days;, when
a very old woman used te tell how in summer the
washing had to be done before the day's routine
jobs began. This n=cecgsitated starting in the
carly hours. The Washing oporation took place
beside the pump in a2 big sandstons trough (still
to the fore at Kirkhill?. On the varticular day
of our tale the Wwhite "clases" (shecots and tobie-
cloths) had recached the "steeping” stoge and 2s
it was still very carly the hous@keeper suggested
that they go into the kitchen and have a nfly#
cup of tea. It was really tfly" for the tca Was
rossrved for high occasions, "Ben thc hoose™.
Aft:r enjoying their smuggzled drink and a barley
bread pizce they rotumed to finish the washing.
Tmagine their consternation to find that 2 couple
of mischieyious pups had got out and vere
enjoying trailing the"guid whitc linezn® around
ths yard. Th. rewashing, which was doubly hard
to do had to be accomplishcd vory smartly so that
their misdemcanour would remain undizcovered.
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At the cottages in those days life was simple
and thrift and enterprise had constantly to be
practised. The houses consisted of tWo rooms.
The water supply was got from a spout by the
road side. The water ran down through the
fields from a hill spring and Was caught in i
a 1little tile which filled the bucket as required. &
This water gtill runs in the same fashion but
today is used only to wash the tractorman's, car.
Within one of the cottages stood a fine o0ld
fashioned well made kitchen dresser. It was-
shelved with bars which held in place a fine
array of plates and ashets, Wwhile on the next
shelf wWasg a display of magnificent lustre ware
jugs of varying sizes;, and the dresser proper
wag Where the porridge bowls Were stacked.
They were placed upside down and bulltv in
formation each with its pattern of hugh red
peony roses to the front. These bowis Would
be used twice dally, for the custom was to
serve porridge tWwice a day, sometimes taken
With milk or When the coWs were dry ale wag
the accompaniment. This dresser, as it Was
well nigh a hundred years ago,; is gtill ©o
be geen in the iovely little modern home of =2
descendant of the original owWner. The fleg
slone hearth beneath the smiddy-made g dta‘fzq
marked With White chalk in Runic designs as
Wwag the flagstone doorstep. This Was rriynuwily
to xeep wWitches and warlocks at bay md @2
Drecaution against evil spirits and handed SHwn
from mother to daughter until its original
purpose had been long lost in antiquity.
Before the hearth was a cosy well made rag rug.
The se condivions would be fairly universal in
the district as worthwhile practices have =
habit of being copied. No braxy (splenic
apoplexy in sheep) sheep Was ever buried;
ingtead it wWas skinned, bled and salted in
barrels or tubs and this was caten alike, in
farm house, bothy or cottage. The story has
been handed down that #hen the wages were due
at tho end of each Yalf yesar Wr, Carrvulthsvs,
the rarmer/ _3%.
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the farmer of Kirkhill, used to say, "Man Jimmy .
I canna pay ye the day, 1'11 hae tas sell & coo
fir at"®. One one occasion when Jimmy who felt
he got 2 much heavier end of the stick than
Geordie his neighbour asked for £1. more wages,
to which came the reply from Mr, Carruthers:
“Geordie's nseds ars as great as yours Jimmy,
and his capabilities far less™. This John
Carruthers Was the last of the oldest fermer
family leasing land or farming their own
property continucusly. They date back to before
1648 and John Carruthers died without issue =t
a great age in 1888. The united ages of three
generations of Carruthers amounted to 300 -~
father, son and grandson, being respectively
102, 100 and 98 years old.

Fugl.

In the days of the 18th and early 19th

centuries the only fugl available¢ in the homes in

he district was peat. The housewWife had her big
oven pot, around which she stacked live peat and

so she was able to bake fine bannocks. The peat

fire wasg naver allowed to go out, so each evening i3
was primed so as to smoulder until morning when it

wag poked into a hearty glow. ¢ are told thers
Was only one peat moss in Jamphray, but there still
remaing ample evidence Where peats Were once cast

on Fingland Fell, probably for the uss of the local
farmer and his Workers. Peat casting was indispensable
in ourdistrict before the railway was in e xistence
to bring coal to everybody's door. It was hard and
dirty werk, but as it was a communal Job the social
conditions lightened the toil and made the dirtiness
eagsier borne. Zvery householder -- the ministers,
farmar, crofter and cottar had cach an allotment or
"dass", Peats could only be mads in dry Weather so
full advantage had %o be taken of the late spring
drying east Winds - usually in late April and early
Kay. Then there could be sesn a busgy scene on the
Moss. Some flaying the ground, others cutting the
wet/ 25—



wet peat to its proper size, while boys and
women wheeled off barrow loads of the pieces
and tilted them up to dry. The peat moss
over the years changed to “pairt" moss and
eventually became known as "Peter's Mogs" -
the name by Which this piece of ground, now a
willow grown bog, is knoWwn by to this day.
The moss wWas not large so at the tWo meal
hours (10 a.,m. and 2 p.m.) and after fesding
(Sowens Was the digh most suited for the peat
moss) crowds gathered in a large group. The

youths ran and romped and Wrestled and jumped =«

quite tireless with their foremoon work. The
oldar folks sat and talked, retailed the local
gossip or aired their views and grievances on
church and state affairs. It was a fawurite
topic with the o0ld folks Who heard directly

of the exploits on the peat moss and of the
preparations to be accomplished bafore setting
out for the moss. At Broomhills the Hemilton
family had a large crock of soweng made.

This dish Was particularly suitable for the
work in hand, as its sourness Was a real thirst
guencher and its ingredients satisfying and
nourishing. SoWwens Was made by steeping in
water the "pron' or miller's dust and corn
husks (offal when making oatmeal) together
with a handful of ocatmeal. This mixturs Wasg
left until it fermented and the liquid rose

to the top. This "bree* wWas skimmed off,

put into a pan and heated until it thickened
to a custard consistency and a fine panful of
soWens Was now available and could be consumed
hot or cold 2ccording to taste. This Wag
loaded on a cart along with peat casting tools
and the Wworkers piled on top and all sct out for
a hard days work at the peat moss. There Was
much Work in drying the peat by "fitting" and
"gtacking", but that was mostly done by Women.
However, when the toilers sat in the long cold
winter evenings, by the blajging peat firecs and
enjoying the benefits of their summer labours
the hard/ -37-
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the hard Work on the peat moss was quite forgotten
and as 1s the way of human nature only the pleasant -
memories remained. Life in the homes Was dscidedly
simple but as Miss Wight aptly put it -~ "Its
simplicity made it complicated”, Naturally in those
days there was no hot water system in any howme, and
at the manse it had all to be heated in the kitchen
boiler, Which in turn Was filled by hand. Cold
baths wers the order of the day and Mr. Wight the
minister took a cold bath every morning till he

was Well over 80 years of age. The bath wWater

came from a well in the garden and Was run the
night before and in Winter he had often to break
the ice to get in. 4 story told by Mr, Wight
gives a very clear picture of how primative some

of the dwellings were. When people Werec absent

from church Mr. Wight was round on Monday morning
to engquire what wasg the matter, usually toking

some produce from his well stocked gardin. He

was making such a Monday morning visit to an old
Woman Who lived in a very primative abecde. As

wag his custom he puft up a prayer before leaving.
In the middle of it a loud squeaking cane from

the roof and a hen landed om his shoulder, using
him as & half way house betwWeen the rafters and

the floor., It guite upset the trend of his
thought s!

Houses.

Girthhead is the oldest house in the parish. It
Was built in 1700 and is still used as & farmhouse.
Of course like all the other houses it has becn
modernised from time to time. The two HManscs -
the parish and the former U.P., Manse ars the naxt
oldest buildings, all the other farmhouses would
have been built by Dr. Rogerson about 1810.
Wamphray Gate farmhouse is of & different design
and bears the date 1854 above the back door.
Even forty years ago the o0ld folks lLamentied the
fact that electric poles would mar the beuty
beauty of tour district, but today telephone Wires .
go to/
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go to most homes and electric cables are
attached to all gables, Added to this two

sets of long distance electric cables with

their massive supporting pylons maxe 2 bee

line from north west to south east of the

parish carrying electric poWer from Scotland

to England. Just as new farm lhouses Were

built at the beginning of the last century

the regime of the Rogersons did away With

211 +thatched roofs and dry stone wWalls and

thus rendered cottages and crofters' houses

dry and comfortable. The ceilings of the
farmhouse kitchen and the co ttage alike Were
well filled with iron clicks. On these hung

the salted pig. 411 the farmers and crofters
and herds killed & pig once & year. sach
crofter had his pig killing day and the
neighbours helped and by this stuggered method
there Was no wastc of bones, potted heazd etc.

The *puddings" (intestines) were 211 Washed

and uged as skins for making black and white
puddings. Thesc were stored in the "meal-

ark" well buried among the meal. The oat-

mea]l farls Were baked - one side on the girdie,
the sécond side toasted and curled before the
clear peat fire and when thce baking Wos

finished it Wag put in a2 basket and hung from
one of the ceiling clicks. Today When a cow
¢calves her milk isn't considsred fit for human
consuription until the fourth milking or until

it ceases to thicken When heated, but in the
days of Which we speak the milk of the nowly
calved cow was made into & dish Xnown as "beeson"
and was o real delicacy. The milk Was gently
heated but not allowed to boil and in this Way
it formed a smooth curd and When cold ré¢sembled
o soft cheese. Some added salt, others sugar,
while for very special occasions corroway seeds
Were sprinkled into the thickening milk. Though
Woges Were so very small food prices were relative
to income and according to the Statistical ’
Report the food prices for the latter part of the
18%th century and the beginning of the 19th century

were:—/
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wWere ;-
Beef, Mutton and salmon could be purchased for

3d; 3%d and 23d per pound, respectively, while

cheesc ond butter could be got at 3d and 44 =

pound; eggs Were 44 per dozen.  About 1840 B
beef rose to 64 and butter to 84 = 1b. From q
about 1750 until 1840 *he main bread used in the 5
middle and lower class homes Were oatmezl cokes, 1
barley meal bannock and catmeal and barley meal

bPotato scones. ToWwards the end of the 19th

century barley bannocks disappearcd and wheaten

bread took its place in e¢very houme. The butcher's
cart made a Weekly round and found trade. Tea

and sugar bscene cheaper and within the rcach of

all and to quote John Patcrson, "far too often

Seéen now on the tables of the poor, and neithcr,
broperly speaking, nourishing articles of diet".

The reduction in price of two commoditics have !
been of great benefit to the community, nemely - i
Soap, 80 conducive to clesnliness, and salt, so i
hnecessary to health and the culinary art, In :
the spring time when +the farmers had their "bhig i
thrsshings" for their szed oats, Which Wag always
the "bast got" harvest crop, =1l the houscwives

got their chaff beds refilled. The +icks were
cutpisd of their fomer filling, Which through tima
beecame flen infested, and sturfed with fregh chaff.
The bed Was now very full ancd ccused much nerriment
When thc children had to mount into bed via a stool,

S0 Cial TLife,

In the crofting community thers wes a general

turnout of the inhebitants to help one another in
their field work. Tho potato "setting" and "raising"
Were two great svents and a feast was held =t the

end of the day on each occasion. A Tarmer in the
neighbourhood sent =2 man %o Plough 2nd sow the corn
Plot, but at potato 1ifting time the graip was the
only implement in use. One of the o0ld "worthies®

of those days was Willie Yoffat. Willie and his v g
donkey cart was very usefal at tusy seasons, and as he’
he n:eded/
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he needed the help of neighbours on his own
"big" day, so he Was quite willing to oblige.

He was most eccentric in his ways and if any-
one insulted his donkey by calling it =

"euddie® he got no help from Willie. As there
was no public hall in the parish in those days
the lsird entered into an agreement wWith Willie
to lend his well floored, slate roofed barn for
the public entertoinments. There Were two balls
held each year — the charity and the ploughman's;
there were also doncing classes, and the large
weddings thet the district folk have indulged in
all through the years. This mads Willie'sg house
a centre of attraction in the district and
enlarged his self importonce, Williem had
private means and did not need to Work hard daily
to moke ends meet like his other crofter neigh-
bours, so he nade it his duty to walk round and
see What they were about. He wWng also 2
sympathetic neighbour in cases of illness,
though he expressed it in his own way. "Ye may
ca't this and ye may ca't that, but 1 ca't the
decay o' natur", was his sympathetic language

to the aged When complaining of the ills that
"flegh is heir to". In those days nobody in

the parish burnt coals. There Wog one

exception - the minister got a cart load yearly
for specizl occasions. Willie thought he

should be upsides with the ninister, and
consequently went to Douglas once o year With
his donkey )he termed it the beast) and brought
home a cart load. A neighbour once snid,
"Jillie, ye're no gaun to Douglnas for coals and
it thunnerin' that way?* "What do I care for
two or three dunners o' thunner, Woman," Was
his reply. This saying Went round and Was
applied to 211 afraid of “lions in the path".
7illie's donkey Wes as eccéentric as his master
and refused to be driven over the new Wooden
bridge over the Amnan ot Jocksthorn. It didn't
like the sound of its feet on the Wooden planks.
Once when Willie Was returning from his three day
trip to Douglas with his load of coal his Wife
end her/ - 41~









