
Terrance Sheeby was the great grandson of Wm Laird Adam( Isabel's grandson through her son 

Kenneth). The 1930 census (name was listed as SHELY) says he was born in California, so not 

sure which is right, probably the census.

Obituary:

Long time Santa Maria farmer and community leader, Terrance W. "Terry" Sheehy, passed 

away suddenly surrounded by his loving family on Sunday, November 9, 2008 at the age of 82. 

Terry was born October 18, 1926 in New York City to Byra and Kenneth Sheehy. The family soon 

moved to Watsonville California where Terry attended school before joining the US Marine 

Corp. and serving in the Pacific during World War II. 

When his tour of duty ended Terry joined his parents at their new farming business in Santa 

Maria and he quickly learned to grow strawberries. They were the first strawberry farmers to 

export strawberries from the Santa Maria Valley and used the famous Flying Tiger airlines. Terry 

worked hard and respected the many people who worked the fields. 

Terry married Mary Lou Coleman and they had three children, Brian, Claire and Mary Ellen. 

They were married for 45 years before her early death in 1994. The Sheehy family took many 

wonderful trips together touring special places such as Ireland, Scotland, New Guinea, Africa, 

China, and Japan. Terry was an avid photographer and chronicled these family adventures on 

slides. He also loved scuba diving, flying his own helicopter and stunt plane, collecting sports 

cars, and especially, sharing a love for dogs. He shall especially be missed by his beloved Molly, 

whom he rescued in 2005 after losing his wonderful Border Collies, Laddy and Scottie. 

Terry married Sally Cooper on May 20, 1995 and they shared his love for traveling visiting many 

wonderful cities and countries. They also had an exciting journey together through numerous 

health challenges. Terry so ever appreciated Sally's love, care, compassion and devotion. Having 

received the 'last rights' over several occasions, Terry displayed true grit, character, strength, 

courage and will power by refusing to leave his family and his wonderful life, until this Sunday 

when his spirit was called to another cause. 

Terry was a former member of the Strawberry Advisory Board of California, a member of the 

Marine Corp League, a member of the 2nd and 6th Marine Corp Division Associations, a 

founding member and first chairman of the board of Hacienda Bank, past president of the 

Valley Farm Housing Association, a member and trustee of Marian Medical Center Foundation, 

and an active volunteer with Marian Medical Center Hospice. Terry also was a member of 

Driscoll Strawberry Associates and the Military Vehicle Preservation Association. Terry served 

17 years on the Santa Barbara County Fair Board - 12 years as President, President of Sheehy 

Berry Farms and later Santa Maria Berry Farms, was a life member of the Santa Maria Elks 

Lodge number 1538, and a member of St. Peters Episcopal Church. 

Terry is survived by his beloved wife Sally, son, Brian (Roxanne), daughter, Claire (Ethel Landers) 
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of Nipomo, and daughter, Mary Ellen Kirk (Eric) of Orcutt, grandchildren Mandy Ramirez 

(Jason), Kimberly Sheehy, Daniel and Michael Kirk, and great granddaughters Kailee and Kaycee 

Ramirez, step children Linda Warne Cooper Smith (Cameron), Chuck Warne Cooper, and Susan 

Warne Cooper, step grandchildren Brandon Smith (Karla), Shannon Smith, and Rob Warne.

Terry was preceded in death by his parents, Kenneth and Byra Sheehy, first wife, Mary Lou 

Sheehy, brother, Robert Sheehy, and many wonderful family, friends, and beloved dogs who've 

now greeted him on the other side. In lieu of flowers the family requests donations in Terry's 

memory to the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society, 751 S. Black Road, Santa Maria, CA 93455 

and or the Marian Medial Center Foundation, 1400 E. Church Street, Santa Maria, CA 93454.

Honorary Pallbearers: Brian Sheehy, Patrick Sheehy, Robby Sheehy, Eric Kirk, Eddie Navarro.

Terry's last note stated: "Love you all - I don't know where and don't know when, but we shall 

meet again." He also asked we share the following blessing for all pets conducted in 

remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi's love for all creatures. "Blessed are you, Lord God, maker 

of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. 

You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless our pets. 

By the power of your love, enable them to live according to your plan. May we always praise 

you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen."

Funeral services will be held Thursday, November 13, 2008 at ll:00 am in the Dudley-Hoffman 

Mortuary Chapel with Rev. George Mackey and Rev. Judith Mackey officiating. In honor of his 

request services will be followed by cremation with private inurnment to be at a later date.

Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary & Crematory in charge of funeral arrangements.

Dudley-Hoffman

Mortuary & Crematory

(805) 922-8463
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