
C H A P T E R T H R E E 

T H E BIG STRIKE 
1912-14 

"The attempts of labour through organization 
to better its conditions are thoroughly 

justifiable, and in the interests of liberty 
and justice, as the history of trade unionism 

amply proves." 

B.C. Royal Commission on Labour, 1914 

IN C U M B E R L A N D , G o o d w i n often boa rded w i th the fami ly o f J o h n a n d M a r ­
garet C l a r k at 2725 P e n r i t h Avenue . T h e C l a r k home was k n o w n as the R e d 
House , not because o f the po l i t i cs o f those who l i ved there, but because it 
was pa in t ed r e d . It was a s ingle- family house bu i l t i n 1894 w i th two bed­
rooms o n the m a i n f loor , a l i v i n g r o o m a n d a k i t chen , a n d four bedrooms 
upstairs . G o o d w i n ' s r o o m upsta i rs h a d a glass door . T h e ga rden was fu l l o f 
f rui t trees. G o o d w i n a n d J o h n C l a r k spent many hours together i n the l iv­
i n g r o o m , t a l k i n g u n i o n business a n d pol i t ics . C l a r k , a Scott ish m i n e r who 
came to C u m b e r l a n d i n 1908, bought the R e d H o u s e i n 1912 for $1,200. 
H e was one o f 150 m ine r s w h o p u t the ir names to a request i n 1911 that the 
U n i t e d M i n e W o r k e r s o f A m e r i c a organize o n Vancouve r I s land. T h e C l a r k 
fami ly was b i g — J o h n a n d Margare t had 10 c h i l d r e n , six g i r ls a n d four 
boys. G o o d w i n later became g ood fr iends w i th one o f the gir ls, M a r y . 1 

G o o d w i n c o n t i n u e d p l a y i n g soccer w i th his f r iends A r t h u r B o o t h m a n 
a n d T o m Ca rney . B u t it was stiff c ompe t i t i on to keep a r egu la r p lace i n the 
B C Pro fess iona l Foo tba l l L eague and G o o d w i n w o u l d somet imes be spotted 
as a reserve p layer . T h e three f r iends p layed for the l oca l N o . 5 This t les — a 
team f r o m that m i n e — a n d , i n the League, for C u m b e r l a n d i n the 1911-12 
season. J o h n (Scotty) C l a r k , the oldest o f the C l a r k boys, p l ayed i n goal . V i c -

1 Author's interview with Jean Letcher of Tra i l , BC , 16 March 1988. Letcher was one 
of the Clark daughters and was 15 years old when Goodwin was kil led; U M W A Dis­
trict 28 Records, U M W A , Washington, DC ; Land Title Office, Victoria, B C . 
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Cumberland soccer players in their striped shirts in 1911, likely the team in the B.C. 
Professional Football League, pose with trophies (the Merri f ield 1909 Perpetual 
Charity Cup in the middle). Goodwin is front row, second from left, and his friend 
Arthur Boothman is front row, second from right, and between them is Tom Car­
ney. The goalkeeper (with cap) is John (Scotty) Clark, with whose family Ginger of­
ten boarded. Cumberland Museum and Archives, C26T015. 

tor ia was the runaway w inne r o f the league c h a m p i o n s h i p in 1911-12 a n d its 
team, the press said, h a d four players who had tu rned out for some o f the 
best clubs in E n g l a n d and Scot land , one o f them for the Scott ish nat iona l 
t eam. 2 

In C u m b e r l a n d , G o o d w i n became active i n the u n i o n a n d the Social ist 
Party o f C a n a d a . H e was close fr iends w i th J o e Nay l o r , a hewer at N o . 7 
M i n e in Bevan , a few mi les f r om C u m b e r l a n d , a n d a s t r ong -m inded activist 
i n u n i o n a n d Social ist causes. A s tubborn m i n e r f r om W i g a n , Lancash i re , 
Nay l o r a r r i v ed i n C u m b e r l a n d in 1909 by way o f M o n t a n a a n d N a n a i m o . 
F i f teen years o lde r than G o o d w i n , he became a m e n t o r for the y o u n g 
m ine r . N a y l o r was secretary o f C u m b e r l a n d Loca l 70 o f the Social ist Party 

C u m b e r l a n d Islander, 10 June, 9 September, 21 October 1911; 2 March 1912; 
Cumberland News, 17, 24 October 1911; Victoria Daily Times, 24 October 1911. 
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o f C a n a d a , w h i c h h a d about 90 members , a n d first p res ident o f the C u m ­
b e r l a n d L o c a l 2299 o f the U M W A . I n the Social ist h a l l oppos i te the Post Of­
fice o n D u n s m u i r Avenue , the party of fered regu lar e conomic classes twice 
a week. 

T h e U M W A was inv i t ed by miners to represent t h em a n d it char te red D i s ­
tr ict 28 i n 1911 after Is land miners , who h a d ear l i e r f o r m e d the C a n a d i a n 
Fede ra t i on o f M i n e r s , showed e n o u g h interest. I n the s u m m e r o f 1912 ev­
eryone knew a showdown was c o m i n g after decades o f fa i l ed efforts to start 
var ious un i ons to address workp lace p rob l ems a n d give the m ine r s a co l lec­
tive voice. T h e issues i n c l u d e d wages, methods o f p iecework, payment o f 
wages on ly once a m o n t h , safety, compensa t i on for c l ea r ing rock f r om coa l , 
c ompany m a r k - u p o n the pr i ce o f explos ive powder , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against 
u n i o n members , a n d non-comp l i ance w i th p rov inc i a l laws i n c l u d i n g the 
e i gh t -hour day. T h e D u n s m u i r s never accepted a u n i o n a n d ne i ther w o u l d 
the i r corpora te successor, C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es (Dunsmui r ) L i m i t e d . U M W A 
Distr ic t 28 sent a letter o n 1 J u n e 1912 to a l l compan ies o n V a n c o u v e r Is­
l a n d seek ing talks about wages a n d other quest ions. T h e r e was no response. 
Subsequent commun i ca t i ons w o u l d also be i gno r ed . 

T h e B . C . Federationist, o r gan o f the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r , suggested 
o n 27 J u l y 1912 that there were prospects o f a comple te t ie-up o f the m ines 
o n V a n c o u v e r I s land. T h e U M W A ' S effort to get a Ch inese o rga ­
n i ze r - in te rpre te r f r o m the U n i t e d States into B C was b l o c k e d by Geo rge 
Lawson M i l n e , who h e l d the pos i t i on o f C o n t r o l l e r o f C h i n e s e at the federa l 
government ' s E m i g r a t i o n B r a n c h i n V i c t o r i a . M i l n e wrote o n 31 J u l y 1912 
to George Pett igrew o f Ladysm i th , Dis t r ic t 28's m e m b e r o f the In te rna­
t i ona l Execut i ve B o a r d o f the U M W A : " ... that Ch inese are not p e rm i t t ed to 
come f r o m any country than the i r own, name ly C h i n a , unless he is a mer ­
chant, a n d then only passing th rough f r o m por t to po r t . " 

T h e U M W A c o m p l a i n e d off icial ly that p r o v inc i a l laws about the 
e i gh t -hour workday were be ing v io la ted but D is t r i c t 28 pres ident Rober t 
Foster o f N a n a i m o sa id he was not able to b r i n g p r o o f because m ine r s were 
a f ra id o f b e i n g fired a n d b lack l is ted . H e said m iners were b e i n g d i s c r im i ­
na ted against because they be l onged to the u n i o n . O n 4 Augus t 1912, Fos­
ter t o ld a mass mee t ing at the Recreat ion G r o u n d s i n C u m b e r l a n d that 
d iscontent a m o n g the workers p o r t e n d e d a c o m i n g upheava l . M i n e r s i n ­
t ended to ask for a wage increase a n d better cond i t i ons i n the near future. 
H e said that wh i l e they were l o o k i n g for a peaceable w o r k i n g agreement , 
they w o u l d fight i f they d i d not get the ir demands . It was several weeks be­
fore f o rma l proposa ls were drawn u p and c o m m u n i c a t e d to the Is land c o m ­
panies, w h i c h d i d not reply. 

C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es pres ident W i l l i a m Mackenz i e , whose we l l - known 
objections to u n i o n r ecogn i t i on were m i r r o r e d by genera l manage r Wa l t e r 
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L . C o u l s o n , sent a con f ident ia l r epor t o n 19 J u l y 1912 to preference share­
ho lders . M a c k e n z i e c o m p l a i n e d that prof its were "unfavourab ly affected by 
the genera l cond i t i ons o f d is turbance w h i c h have preva i l ed i n coal m i n i n g 
d u r i n g the past year . " T h e r e was " a n unde r cu r r en t o f unrest a m o n g the 
m e n " a l t h o u g h he c l a i m e d there was no substantial gr ievance a n d h o p e d 
that the unres t was on ly temporary . H e b l a m e d "de l iberate attempts made 
f r o m outs ide to st ir u p t r oub l e , " undoub ted l y a reference to the U M W A orga­
n i z i n g dr i ve , a n d sa id the efficiency o f m iners h a d fa l len off. 

La te r , others suggested another e xp l ana t i on for the company 's de­
creased prof i ts — specif ical ly, that Mackenz i e was scapegoat ing the u n i o n 
for h is speculat ive over-capi ta l i zat ion o f the c ompany a n d the b loated p u r ­
chase pr i ce . L o n g afterwards, J o e Nay l o r said m ine r s were conv inced that 
over -cap i ta l i za t ion was the reason for the str ike. 

T h e V a n c o u v e r trade j o u r n a l , Mining, Engineering and Electrical Record, 
sa id the str ike was eng inee red to pape r over c o m i n g f inanc ia l losses. 
C o u l s o n to ld shareho lders i n 1913, however, that management careful ly 
a n d de l iberate ly chose to resist U M W A ' s at tempt to " ob ta in con t ro l o f y our 
m i n e s " a n d that " the u l t imate consequences to the C o m p a n y o f surrender ­
i n g its dest iny in to the hands o f this f o re ign body w o u l d be disastrous." U n ­
i o n d e m a n d s w o u l d make it imposs ib le to operate at a prof i t , he said. 

Cou l son ' s p h o b i a about fore igners was strange g iven that he was a n 
A m e r i c a n m i n i n g eng ineer w o r k i n g i n C a n a d a for a company that was 
ma in l y B r i t i sh -owned . B u t he came f r o m the notor ious ly an t i -un i on 
Somerset area o f the Pennsy lvan ia coa l f ie ld . C o u l s o n was genera l supe r in ­
tendent i n 1902 o f the P i t t sburgh a n d B a l t i m o r e C o a l C o m p a n y o f Pitts­
b u r g h , Pennsy lvan ia . It o p e n e d E d n a N o . 1 M i n e i n Wes tmore l and C o u n t y 
adjacent to Somerse t C o u n t y i n 1900 and E d n a N o . 2 i n 1902. T h o u g h by 
1910 the c o m p a n y h a d fa l len into rece ivership, it s t i l l managed to defeat 
the U M W A ' s 16 -mon th str ike i n 1911. 

T h e B C R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n o n Labour , a p p o i n t e d just after the str ike 
started but no t r e p o r t i n g u n t i l it was a lmost over, d ismissed manager ia l 
fears o f fore igners . "Wh i l s t some employers oppose the in te rna t i ona l u n ­
ions o n the g r o u n d s that the author i ty exerc ised by u n i o n officials res ident 
i n the U n i t e d States may p r oduce cond i t i ons in jur ious to C a n a d i a n indus­
t r i a l interests, yet we find no def ini te ev idence o f any such effect; and , o n the 
o ther h a n d , it must be said that many large corpora t i ons employ managers 
a n d super in tendents a n d are con t ro l l ed by d irectors who are themselves 
a l i ens , " r epo r t ed the c ommiss i on . 

T h e p e n d i n g crisis e x p l o d e d o n 16 Sep tember 1912 when C u m b e r l a n d 
m ine r s s t opped wo rk i n a n unof f i c ia l wa lkout to protest the d ismissal o f Os ­
car Mo t t i shaw a n d a refusal to h i r e James S m i t h , bo th u n i o n members . T h e 
d ispute cen t red o n Mot t i shaw w h o h a d w o r k e d at the company 's Ex t ens i on 
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mines between L a d y s m i t h a n d N a n a i m o . H e a n d fellow m i n e r Isaac 
Por t rey , who made u p the employees ' gas commit tee , h a d r epo r t ed gas i n 
E x t e n s i o n o n 1 2 J u n e 1912. T h i s was con f i rmed , but not u n t i l 20 J u l y 1912, 
by C h i e f Inspector o f M i n e s T h o m a s G r a h a m , who also no t ed o ther de f i ­
c iencies. O n 19 August , Mott ishaw's workp lace was m i n e d out o f coa l but he 
was not g iven a new place to work . Portrey, whose place h a d not b e en 
w o r k e d out, c on t inued at work . 

Mot t i shaw moved to C u m b e r l a n d l o o k i n g for new work a n d was h i r e d by 
a contractor , R i c h a r d Coe , as a mu l e dr i ve r i n N o . 4 M i n e . H e w o r k e d for a 
few days and then was fired by C o e o n orders f r o m mine manage r Robe r t 
H e n d e r s o n . T h e miners ' in t e rpre ta t i on was this: Mot t i shaw was let go at E x ­
tens ion because he r epo r t ed gas, a n d d ismissed at C u m b e r l a n d for h a v i n g 
d o n e that. C o m p a n y officials i n C u m b e r l a n d , however, d en i ed any d i s c r i m ­
i n a t i o n o n the basis o f the E x t e n s i o n gas repor t a n d said they d i d not know 
about it. Mott ishaw was d i scharged i n C u m b e r l a n d solely because he h a d 
started work u n d e r g r o u n d wi thout Hende rson ' s approva l , they sa id . 

I n add i t i on , the company said Mot t i shaw h a d vo luntar i l y qui t at E x t e n ­
s i on a n d when he asked to be r eh i r ed , was tu rned down because he h a d 
ca l l ed some firemen at the m i n e "scabs" a n d "b lack legs " — strange words 
since a strike h a d not started then . Mot t i shaw den i ed us ing the language . 
Po in ted ly , Coe said his h i r i n g o f Mot t i shaw was the only one in w h i c h the 
c ompany inter fered. G i v e n the l o n g pract ice o f companies get t ing r i d o f 
u n i o n - m i n d e d miners by s imply not g i v ing th em further work w h e n the i r 
places were w o r k e d out, the m ine r s ' in t e rpre ta t i on was unders tandab l e 
e n o u g h , especial ly w i t h everyone's he i gh t ened awareness that t roub le was 
brew ing . B o t h sides ma in ta ined the i r own view o f what h a d h a p p e n e d to 
Mot t i shaw. 

Af ter a day's work stoppage, the c ompany o rde r ed the m iners to r emove 
the i r tools f r om the mines . T h i s o r d e r was in terpre ted by the m ine r s as a 
l ockout . T h e c ompany said it was secur ing the equ ipment . T h e n the c o m ­
pany insisted that m iners s ign two-year contracts at the pre -d ispute rates 
a n d cond i t ions . M i n e r s at Ex t ens i on , meanwhi l e , vo ted to stop wo rk i n sym­
pathy w i th the C u m b e r l a n d miners . T h e y went out o n 18 September 1912. 
Severa l committees w h i c h sought to meet management over the Mot t i shaw 
mat ter were t u r n e d away by c ompany officials but one commit tee d i d meet 
super in tendent J . R . L o c k a r d who den i ed any d i s c r im ina t i on against 
Mot t i shaw but sa id it was the company ' s prerogat ive to h i re who it w i shed . 

T h e miners were left w i th no real choice : E i the r they cap i tu la ted or they 
protes ted what they be l ieved was yet ano ther case o f d i s c r im ina t i on over a 
safety a n d u n i o n membersh ip issue. T h e unof f i c ia l walkout qu ick ly became 
a n of f ic ial strike w i th the U M W A seek ing talks to settle the immed ia t e issue as 
we l l as p resent ing col lective agreement proposa ls to a l l coa l companies . 
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Young lad in Cumberland demonstrates his support for the miners' strike of 
1912-14 on Vancouver Island posing with the United Mine Workers Journal . Cum­
berland Museum and Archives, CI 10-128. 

T h e r e was no response. T h e rea l issue was clear: U n i o n recogn i t i on , U M W A 
weekly str ike benefits o f $4 pe r m i n e r (plus $2 for wife, $ 1 for each ch i ld ) re­
p laced dai ly wages o f $2 .85 to as m u c h as $4.50 a day for some ($17.10 to 
$27 for a six-day work week, assuming ful l - t ime work, not i n c l u d i n g any de­
duct ions f r om wages). 

T h u s began one o f the longest, costliest, a n d most bitter strikes i n C a n a ­
d i a n l abour history. Immediate ly , it invo lved 1,600 miners at C u m b e r l a n d 
a n d Ex t ens i on . T h e str ike spread to the mines in a n d a r o u n d N a n a i m o o n 1 
M a y 1913 a n d invo lved 3,777 miners o n Vancouve r Is land. It d i d not e n d 
u n t i l 20 August 1914. Excep t at the J i n g l e Pot m ine near N a n a i m o where 
the U M W A ga ined r ecogn i t i on and a col lect ive agreement, the strike was u n ­
successful i n the short t e rm. 

T w o roya l commiss ions favoured collective barga in ing . T h e federa l 
roya l c ommiss i on r epor t ed that it was desirable and o f benefit to both sides 
that col lect ive agreements " vo lun ta r i l y a n d formal ly entered into for a spec­
i f i ed t ime between employees a n d employer , o r between an employees ' u n ­
i o n a n d the ir employer , s h o u l d be g iven the sanct ion a n d pro tec t i on o f 
law." T h e B C royal c ommiss i on , wh i l e suppo r t i ng legal ized col lect ive bar-
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ga in ing , appeared to favour committees o f employees, c i t i ng the instances 
i n a n d a r o u n d N a n a i m o . U n i o n s v iewed employees ' commit tees as a f o r m 
o f c ompany u n i o n i s m , not p r o v i d i n g r ecogn i t i on to the u n i o n , n o r any bar­
g a i n i n g power for employees. A n employees ' commit tee d r aw ing u p a n 
agreement was, however, m o r e than miners i n C u m b e r l a n d a n d L a d y sm i th 
(Extension) h a d before 1912. N o t l o n g after the str ike ended , employees ' 
committees were p u t i n place. 

T h e p rov inc i a l gove rnment d i d not intervene o n beha l f o f the m iners i n 
the str ike but instead sent i n spec ia l po l i ce to ma in ta in access for str ike­
breakers to the mines . A f ter serious riots i n Augus t 1913, the p r o v in c i a l gov­
e rn men t d ispatched the m i l i t i a to the coalf ields for the balance o f the str ike. 
Va r i ous intervent ions a n d overtures by the federa l government r a n in to a 
b r i ck wa l l , w i th companies re fus ing to recognize the u n i o n . W h i l e the E x ­
tens ion mines r e m a i n e d c losed for many months , the C u m b e r l a n d mines 
were r eopened after a m o n t h a n d p r o d u c t i o n slowly r e sumed . Ch inese 
miners , who suppo r t ed the str ike for the first m o n t h , r e tu rned to wo rk u n ­
de r the o ld cond i t i ons . Wh i t e miners were evicted f r om 100 company 
houses. N o r d i d the c ompany wait l ong : T h e first No t i c e to Q u i t o rders were 
issued 10 days after the wa lkout began, o n 26 September 1912, to be effec­
tive at the end o f October . Those who d i d not vacate the i r c ompany houses 
h a d j u d g m e n t against t h em i n C o u n t y C o u r t s tart ing o n 4 December . N o 
reason was g iven i n the ev ic t ion orders (such as non-payment o f rent) leav­
i n g the assumpt ion that s t r i k ing miners were o r d e r e d out to o p e n u p ac­
c o m m o d a t i o n for i m p o r t e d str ikebreakers. D i sp laced miners pu t u p tents 
i n a pub l i c pa rk i n C u m b e r l a n d . F i rs t tents a n d then shacks appea r ed at 
nearby Royston at what came to be ca l l ed St r ikers ' Beach . A t r ick le o f str ik­
ers r e tu rned to work. T h e company recru i ted str ikebreakers f r o m the P ra i ­
ries, the U S a n d B r i t a i n . 

T h e events h a d a major po l i t i ca l a n d economic inf luence i n B C . T h e cost 
to the U M W A has been var iously put at $ 1,250,000 a n d $ 1,500,000. Benef i ts 
to strikers a lone certainly came to about $1 ,250,000 a n d there were o ther 
costs, especial ly legal . T h e company r a n into a loss pos i t i on , de faul ted i n 
1914 o n interest payments to B r i t i s h bondho lde r s , and f o u n d itself taken 
over by a management commit tee chosen by the bondho lde rs . T h e legacy 
o f memor i es o f w h i c h side everyone was o n d u r i n g the str ike lasted, even ex­
t end ing to the c h i l d r e n a n d g r a n d c h i l d r e n o f the strikers a n d str ikebreak­
ers. T h e story is to ld o f two brothers who were o n dif ferent sides i n the str ike 
— one went to work, one d idn ' t . T h e y l i v ed i n the same r o o m . T h e str iker 
h u n g a cur ta in across the m i d d l e o f the r o o m a n d wrote " s cab " o n one side 
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a n d " u n i o n m a n " o n the other . T h e rancour was to r e m a i n s t rong i n the coal 
m i n i n g distr icts o f C u m b e r l a n d , Ladysmi th , a n d N a n a i m o . 3 

Ear ly i n the walkout , a n d later, churches suppo r t ed the str ikers. M e m ­
bers o f the F irst Bapt is t C h u r c h o f N a n a i m o a p p r o v e d a reso lut ion o f sym­
pathy unan imous l y a n d u r g ed the government to protect the miners . 
Pastor J . H . H o w e spoke o n "Jesus, Cap i t a l i sm a n d L a b o u r . " H e sa id: " T h e 
c h u r c h , l i ke the i n d i v i d u a l , cannot serve G o d a n d M a m m o n . O u r present 
c o m m e r c i a l system is one i n ent ire oppos i t i on to Chr i s t i an i t y . Its p r inc ip l es 
a n d precepts are u n c h r i s t i a n . " H e said cap i ta l expec ted l abour to be abso­
lutely subservient. " I n a thousand ways th r ough its many agencies a n d satel­
lites, it can exp l o i t a n d tyrannize l abour , " he sa id . " L a b o u r must protect 
itself. Its on ly hope lies i n inte l l igent c omb ina t i on . L a b o u r must insist o n 
p r o p e r r ecogn i t i on , even though it entails su f f e r ing . " 4 

V h i l e various books touch on the strike, the only full-length treatments are Alan 
J o h n Wargo's unpublished B A graduating essay "The Great Coal Strike: The Van­
couver Island Coal Miners ' Strike, 1912-1914" (UBC 1962) and John Norris "The 
Vancouver Island Coal Strike, 1912-1914: A Study o f an Organizational Strike" BC 
Studies 45 (Spring 1980). Helpful also were Lynne Bowen, Boss Whistle: The Coal 
Miners of Vancouver Island Remember (Lantzville, 1982); H.A. Logan, Trade Unions in 
Canada: Their Development and Functioning (Toronto, 1948); D.E. Isenor, E.G. 
Stephens, D.E. Watson, One Hundred Spirited Years: A History of Cumberland 
1888-1988 (Campbell River, 1988); Fox, United We Stand. Also, U M W A District 28 
Papers, Washington, DC , has fragmentary records. The causes of the strike are well 
set out in transcripts of hearings before the (BC), Royal Commission of Labour, B C 
Archives GR684 , Boxes 1-4. Two royal commissions dealt with the strike: (Canada), 
In the Matter of the Coal -Mining Labour Troubles on Vancouver Island, 
1912-1914, and the Industrial Situation Connected Therewith; (BC), Royal Com­
mission on Labour, 1912-1914. Another royal commission, (BC) O n Vancouver Is­
land Riots, 1913-1914, is largely concerned with an itemized list of property 
damages awarded. The (BC), Royal Commission on Coal and Petroleum Products, 
Volume 2 (1937) and Volume 3 (1938), deal with Canadian Collieries and the con­
troversy about the 1910 sale and watered stock. Publications of note include: B.C. 
Federationist, 6January, 13 July, 27 July, 3 August, 21 September, 5 October 1912; 24 
December 1920; Mining, Engineering and Electrical Record, 1 Apr i l 1915; Cumber-
land Islander, 1 Apr i l 1911; lOAugust, 28 September, 5, 120ctober 1912; Cumber­
land News, 28 March, 8 November 1911; 25 September 1912; The Times, London, 20 
March 1915; Nanaimo Free Press, 5 July, 20, 25, 27, 28 September, 2, 5, 9, 12 Octo­
ber, 1912. Subsequent issues of these and other publications deal with further devel­
opments in the strike, especially the Nanaimo Free Press for coverage of the August 
1913 riots and later court cases; B C Archives, N W 971.35, CI97a, Th i rd annual re­
port to shareholders of Canadian Collieries for the year ended 30 June 1913; 
Coulson in Pennsylvania, Virtual Museum of Coal M in ing in Western Pennsylvania 
(http://patheoldminer.rootsweb.com). Eviction orders are in B C Archives, G R 1946, 
Box 1, Files 4 to 9. 

4 Nana imo Free Press, 5 October 1912. 

http://patheoldminer.rootsweb.com
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A n oppos i te view was taken by the C u m b e r l a n d Islander. I n a n ed i tor ia l , 
the newspaper said most m iners were not i n sympathy w i t h the str ike a n d no 
secret ba l lo t h a d been taken. As we l l , "S t r ikes , or cessation o f work, never 
was o f any value to the emp loye r o r employee . " T h e Islander said: " T h e 
present indus t r i a l dead lock is one o f the most un for tunate instances o f l a ­
b o u r tyranny that has ever come to ou r not ice . W e of ten hear a n d read o f the 
tyranny o f cap i ta l , but we doubt i f the annals o f cap i ta l i sm can show a m o r e 
g l a r i n g e xamp l e o f despo t i sm. " U n i o n s must choose as leaders " m e n o f re­
sponsib i l i ty a n d s o u n d j u d g m e n t , capable o f r e s t ra in ing a n d h o l d i n g in 
check the rash a n d the headstrong , such as those responsib le for the pres­
ent c r i s i s . " 5 T h u s one edi tor ia l is t s u m m a r i z e d the great d iv ide that lay be­
h i n d the 1912-1914 str ike for u n i o n recogn i t i on . 

F r e s h to act iv ism, G o o d w i n w o r k e d most ly i n suppor t o f the Social ist 
Party o f C a n a d a but also became active i n the u n i o n , a t t end ing two conven­
t ions o f the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r a n d a conven t i on o f U M W A Distr ic t 28. 
J u s t before the str ike began, he wrote i n the Western Clarion, the S P C ' s news­
paper , about the sp i r i t o f revolt because o f miserable w o r k i n g cond i t ions . 
" N o w , then, we know that a l l this misery is the ou tcome o f someone 's care­
lessness, and that someone is the capital ists, those who own the mach inery 
o f p r o d u c t i o n . Now , as this class o f parasites have been l i v ing o n the b l o o d 
o f the w o r k i n g class, they are responsib le for the cond i t i ons ex i s t ing at the 
present t ime , " wrote G o o d w i n , u n d e r the head l ine " T h e I r on H e e l . " Wha t 
was to be done? " I n o rde r to throw this system over we have got to organize 
as a class a n d f ight t h em as class against class. A n d so I say we have got to 
back o u r forces against them, a n d ou r weapons are educat ion , o rgan isa t ion 
a n d ag i tat ion ... " 6 

Halfway into the str ike, he wrote u n d e r the head l ine " C a p i t a l i s m the 
Leve l l e r " that the inst i tut ions a n d values o f society were based o n proper ty 
r ights that kep t the w o r k i n g class i n subject ion. H e ca l l ed for the abo l i t i on 
o f the capital ist system. D r a w i n g o n his str ike exper iences, he wrote: " W h e n 
we find the workers how l ing about not ge t t ing jus t i c e ' a n d that it is 'not 
r i gh t ' — that is p r o o f that they do not unde r s t and the class nature o f society. 
It has been i n ev idence d u r i n g the coa l str ike that this sent iment is n o t h i n g 
but a sham, for those that have [been] b rough t u p before the court a n d are 
str ikers are g iven the m a x i m u m penalty , wh i l e those that are h e l p i n g the 
masters to defeat the strikers are let off w i th the m i n i m u m penal ty — show­
ing conclusively that the courts are at the d isposa l o f the master class." 

G o o d w i n was apparent ly re fe r r ing to po l i ce a n d court responses to occa­
s iona l d isturbances i n the str ike because his comments were pub l i shed just 
after the serious riots but — a n d here he was certa in ly b e i n g p rophe t i c — 

Cumberland Islander, 8 October 1912. 
6Western Clarion, 10 August 1912. 
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before severe sentences were h a n d e d down. Goodw in ' s Marx i s t po l i t i ca l 
a n d e conomic message, sharpened by persona l exper i ence i n evict ions a n d 
strikes i n Denaby M a i n , G lace Bay, and now C u m b e r l a n d , had come fu l l c i r ­
cle: " T h i s is no sent imenta l movement , a n d the masters can howl ; we do not 
h i d e o u r intent ions , for we are what they have m a d e us — the dispossessed 
class that is out to over throw t h e m , " he wrote . 7 

G o o d w i n h imse l f was never charged w i th any offence though a C u m b e r ­
l a n d m i n e r n a m e d R i c h a r d G o o d w i n was. T h e two m e n were not re la ted . 
O n e o f the P rov inc i a l Po l ice constables stat ioned i n C u m b e r l a n d d u r i n g the 
str ike, A l b e r t T h o m a s Stephenson, who later became ch ie f constable for the 
N a n a i m o distr ict , sa id later that he h a d k n o w n A lb e r t G o o d w i n a n d that his 
r epu ta t i on was inoffensive. 

T h e Social ist Party o f C a n a d a was a sma l l M a r x i s t party o f probab ly never 
m o r e than 2,000 d i s c i p l i ned , even dogmat ic , members . Bu t despite its 
sma l l size, h i s t o r i an D e s m o n d M o r t o n writes, party members "wou ld have a 
las t ing in f luence o n the tone a n d temper o f the West Coast labour po l i t i c s . " 8 

T h e party emphas i z ed educat ion a n d po l i t i ca l ac t ion as the methods to 
achieve a society where the means o f weal th p r o d u c t i o n such as na tura l re­
sources, factories, m i l l s a n d railways w o u l d become " the collective proper ty 
o f the w o r k i n g class." Industry w o u l d be o r gan i z ed a n d managed democrat ­
ical ly by workers a n d p r o d u c t i o n wou ld be for use instead o f prof i t . 

T h e party 's g u i d i n g ru le for cons ide r ing l eg is la t ion was s imple : " W i l l this 
l eg is la t ion advance the interests o f the w o r k i n g class a n d a i d the workers i n 
the i r class struggle against capita l ism? I f it w i l l , the S P C is for it; i f it w i l l not , 
the S P C is absolutely opposed to i t . " T h e S P C was f ounded as the Social ist 
Party o f B C i n 1901. Social ist members o f the leg is lature, James H a w t h o r n -
thwaite o f N a n a i m o a n d Pa rke r W i l l i ams o f L a d y s m i t h , w i th independen t 
l abour M L A W i l l i a m Dav id son f r om S locan i n the Kootenays , soon h e l d the 
ba lance o f power, enab l i ng passage o f progressive leg is lat ion such as the 
e i gh t -hour workday for miners , amendments to the C o a l M ine s Regu la t i on 
Act , p ro t ec t i on o f un i ons f r o m damage suits, a n d the first W o r k m e n ' s C o m ­
pensa t i on Act . M i n e r s i n B C a n d A lbe r t a t u r n e d to the S P C i n the first two de­
cades o f the 20 th century. 

T h e S P C h e l d a n in f luence far beyond its size i n the trade u n i o n leader­
sh ip . P rophet i ca l l y , the S P C foresaw f r om 1909 war between G e r m a n y a n d 
B r i t a i n a n d a t t r ibuted it to business t ry ing to revive trade. War , the S P C said, 
" w i l l c l a i m as its v ic t ims countless thousands o f o u r class i n a quarre l that is 
not the ir 's (sic), it behooves the workers not to be ca r r i ed away by the f ren­
z i ed c l amour ings o f the interested advocates o f war, the vapor ings o f cap i ­
talist ' s tatesmen' o r the b lare o f mar t i a l mus ic . I n no conceivable manner , 

Western Clarion, 16 August 1913. 
8 Mor ton , Working People. 
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shape o r f o rm c o u l d the interests o f the workers i n any o f the nat ional i t i es 
invo l ved be fur thered o r protected by the i r pa r t i c i pa t i on i n the con f l i c t . " 9 

A l t h o u g h S P C members o f the legis lature suppo r t ed restr ict ions o n C h i n e s e 
i m m i g r a t i o n , one o f the l ead ing domest ic po l i t i ca l issues o f the t ime, the 
Western Clarion, of f icial o r gan o f the party, sa id capital ists were i n f l a m i n g 
w o r k i n g class m i n d s "w i th the idea that the Japanese , H i n d o o r C h i n e s e 
w o r k i n g m a n c o m i n g to C a n a d a , comes as a n enemy to the whi te workers . " 
T h e issue was cheap labour h o l d i n g d o w n wages, it sa id, not race. 

T h e C u m b e r l a n d loca l o f the U M W A , i n c o m m o n w i th o ther un i ons , sup­
p o r t e d As iat ic exc lus i on but loca l pres ident J o e Nay l o r d is tanced h imse l f 
f r o m the p reva i l ing rac ism. H e t o ld the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r he was u n ­
de r instruct ions f r o m his l oca l to vote for As iat ic exc lus ion . In J a n u a r y 1914, 
w h e n the Ch inese and Japanese were often made the scapegoats for the fa i l ­
i n g str ike, N a y l o r sa id the Or i en ta l s " w o u l d not have gone to w o r k u n t i l the 
whi te m e n h a d gone i f they h a d been left to themselves." It was not the C h i ­
nese o r Japanese " that are the curse o f B C , it is the whi te m e n , a n d especial ly 
the m e n who have come f r om the same country as myself, a n d that is E n g ­
l a n d , that are the rea l curse i n this prov ince , it isn ' t the Asiat ics at a l l . " 1 

W i t h i n the S P C , there was a spl i t between the Possibi l ists a n d the 
Impossib i l is ts . T h e first favoured steps towards Soc ia l i sm a n d some re l i e f 
f r o m present economic ha rdsh ip whi le the latter were u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 
Marx i s t s who d ismissed strikes as mere c o m m o d i t y struggles. G o o d w i n , a 
Possibi l ist , later f o u n d h imse l f at odds w i th the Impossibi l is ts . 

I n early 1914, G o o d w i n wo rked for four mon ths as a party organ izer . H e 
got no pay but supporters p r o v i d e d r o o m a n d b o a r d as he t oured the south­
e r n In te r io r a n d Crowsnest Pass. 

I n one speech, he p red i c t ed a struggle i n the very near future for su­
premacy between the gove rn ing a n d gove rned class. H e was c o m p l i m e n t e d 
for his knowledge a n d oratory. H e was also, several mon ths before the Is­
l a n d str ike was ca l l ed off, l o o k i n g f o r w o r k b u t there was none because o f the 
e conomic depress ion . H e was often asked about the str ike. " T h i s query gave 
m e the chance to show that the forces o f gove rnment h a d been used to beat 
the m iners in to subject ion," he said, five mon ths before the str ike ended . 

9Ross Alfred Johnson, "No Compromise — No Political Trading: the Marxian So­
cialist Tradit ion in B C , " PhD dissertation, U B C 1975. 
1 0 B . C . Federationist, 5 Apr i l 1912; 6 February, 17 July 1914. For a more detailed look 
at the SPC, see Mart in Robin, Radical Politics and Canadian Labour 1880-1930 
(Kingston, 1968); Paul Phillips, No Power Greater: A Century of Labour in B.C. (Van­
couver, 1967); Peter Campbell, "Mak ing Socialists: B i l l Pritchard, the Socialist 
Party of Canada, and the T h i r d International," Labour/Le Travail, 30 (Fall 1992); 
Johnson, "No Compromise"; Al len Seager, "Socialists and Workers: The Western 
Canadian Coal Miners, 1900-21," Labour/Le Travail, 16 (Fall 1985). 
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Joe Naylor, president of Cumberland Local 2299 of the United Mine Workers of 
America during the Big Strike 1912-14, and president of the B C Federation of La­
bour, 1917. He was one of the leaders of the One Big Union after World War I. Cum­
berland Museum and Archives, C192-030. 

T h e courts had passed " i n h u m a n sentences" o n strikers but he said it 
w o u l d be " inva luab le mate r ia l as p r o p a g a n d a for the workers ' movement 
(Soc ia l ism) . " W h e n t o l d that the Me thod i s t C h u r c h was tak ing u p the ques­
t i on o f Soc ia l i sm at a mee t ing , G o o d w i n , a n atheist, re tor ted that it was 
"very strange how the c h u r c h was t u r n i n g f r om an inst i tut ion o f superst i t ion 
to one o f l e a rn ing ... to try to reconc i le science wi th superst i t ion was out o f 
the quest ion a l together . " H e also wrote, u n d e r "Chr i s t i ans and Social ists," 
that it was " r i d i c u l o u s " for a Social ist to be a C h r i s t i a n . 1 1 

" F e r n i e District Ledger, 28 February, 7, 16, 21 March 11, 18 Apr i l 1914; Western 
Clarion, 11 Apr i l 1914; Western Clarion, 9 May 1914. 
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T h e str ike o n Vancouve r I s land g r o u n d on . B u t even its ex t ens i on o n 1 
M a y 1913 to the mines i n a n d a r o u n d N a n a i m o fa i led to dent the resolve o f 
the companies , except at the J i n g l e Pot m ine o f V a n c o u v e r - N a n a i m o C o a l 
M i n i n g C o m p a n y where 350 U M W A members ga ined u n i o n r e cogn i t i on a n d 
a col lect ive agreement i n Augus t 1913. I n that m o n t h , serious r i o t i n g 
e rup ted at L a d y s m i t h , Ex t ens i on , Sou th We l l i n g t on , a n d N a n a i m o . D i s ­
putes qu ick ly arose as to whe ther the inc idents were p r o v o k e d by str ike­
breakers o r del iberate ly caused by str ikers. T h e p rov inc i a l g ove rnment 
d i spa tched 1,000 m i l i t i a m e n in to the coalf ields. Af ter several weeks, this 
n u m b e r was scaled back to 265 . B u t they r ema ined u n t i l the e n d o f the 
strike a year later. C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es pres ident S i r W i l l i a m M a c k e n z i e 
a n d his par tner , S i r D o n a l d M a n n , also benef i t ted by a d d i t i o n a l p r o v i n c i a l 
gove rnment assistance for the i r C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Rai lway a n d by a grant 
for $10 m i l l i o n for t e rm ina l faci l i t ies. 

In a l l , 213 m e n were arrested a n d 166 o f t h e m were c o m m i t t e d for t r i a l 
as a result o f the riots. In the end , 50 m e n were conv ic ted a n d sentenced to 
p r i s o n terms. W h i l e many charges such as a t tempted m u r d e r a n d r i o t i n g 
were r educed to unlawful assembly a n d some sentences were s imp l y t ime 
served ( though this of ten a m o u n t e d to many months ) , some stiff sentences 
i n the two-year range were h a n d e d out. O n e o f the two-year sentences went 
to Sam G u t h r i e , pres ident o f the L a d y s m i t h loca l o f the U M W A . Later , he was 
for many years the loca l m e m b e r i n the B C legis lature r ep resen t ing the 
Co-opera t i ve C o m m o n w e a l t h Federa t i on , predecessor o f the N e w D e m o ­
cratic Party. T h e most serious sentence for those charged immed ia t e l y after 
the riots was four years g iven to J o e Ange l o for s ix charges i n c l u d i n g r i o t i n g 
a n d r iotously des t roy ing proper ty . H e was the U M W A ' s I ta l ian-speak ing or­
ganizer f r o m Br idgepo r t , O h i o , w h o came to Vancouve r Is land early i n the 
str ike. 

Pun i shmen t wou ld not come u n t i l after the strike for W i l l i a m (Tangle ) 
Jackson , a bar tender at the G r a n d H o t e l i n L a d y s m i t h d u r i n g the r iots, a n d 
M i k e A d a m s o f Ladysm i th , descr ibed i n the press only as " a n A u s t r i a n . " F o r 
t u r n i n g K i n g ' s evidence against them, barber W i l l i a m Stackhouse — who 
h a d spent jus t over four mon ths i n p r i s on for r i o t i ng — was not c h a r g e d 
w i th d y n a m i t i n g the home o f A l e x a n d e r N e i l M c K i n n o n , 34, o f L a d y s m i t h , 
a str iker who h a d accepted U M W A benefits but r e tu rned to w o r k wh i l e the 
str ike c on t inued . M c K i n n o n re t r ieved the dynami te th rown t h r o u g h a bed ­
r o o m w indow o f his house o n the late night-ear ly m o r n i n g o f 12-13 Augus t 
1913 but it struck a b l i n d . H e p i c k e d it u p aga in a n d it e xp l oded , b l ow ing off 
his r i gh t h a n d . Just ice Den is M u r p h y , o n 17 Oc tober 1914, sentenced A d ­
ams to seven years i n the pen i tent iary a n d J a c k s o n to six years. H e sa id : " I f I 
thought that y ou two m e n h a d concocted this c r ime wi thout suggest ion you 
w o u l d get a li fe sentence f r o m me but I a m conv inced you were in f luenced 
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by o ther persons . " H e d i d not identify the " o ther pe rsons " but Stackhouse 
soon left L a d y s m i t h a n d d i d not r e t u r n . 1 2 

O n e o f the str ikers sentenced to one year for t h r ow ing stones at the 
homes o f s t r ikebreakers i n L a d y s m i t h never left p r i s o n al ive. J o e Ma i r s , 21 , 
whose fami ly ha i l ed f r o m Sco t land a n d whose father was also a str iker, h e l d 
numerous t rophies for b icycle rac ing . H e d i ed after serv ing five mon ths o f 
his sentence i n O a k a l l a P r i s o n o n 20 January 1914 f r o m tubercu lar per i to ­
nit is caus ing bowel obs t ruct ion . T h e coroner 's j u r y , h e a d e d by J a m e s 
McVe ty , a l e ad ing trade un ion i s t i n Vancouver , was c r i t i ca l o f the several 
days it took for p r i s o n author i t ies to r espond to M a i r s ' i l lness. B u t M c V e t y 
said M a i r s h a d prev ious ly been operated o n for the same p r o b l e m " a n d 
n o t h i n g c o u l d be d o n e for h i m . " D r . J . S . C o n k l i n also said, " a n ope ra t i on 
w o u l d have been useless." T h e funera l for Ma i r s o n 25 J a n u a r y 1914 was the 
biggest i n L a d y s m i t h a n d T h o m a s Doherty , ac t ing pres ident o f L o c a l 2338 
o f the U n i t e d M i n e W o r k e r s o f A m e r i c a whi l e S a m G u t h r i e served h is 
p r i s o n sentence, l ed the graveside service. T h e u n i o n erected a m o n u m e n t 
above M a i r s ' grave that st i l l dominates L a d y s m i t h cemetery. T h e insc r i p ­
t i on reads: 

"Remember me as you pass by, 
"As you are now so once was I. 
"As I am now soon you will be 
"Prepare for death to follow me. 

A mar t y r to the nob le cause — the emanc ipa t i on o f h is fel low m a n . 
Erec ted by his b ro thers o f Distr ic t 28, U M W o f A . 1 3 

T h e r iots p r o d u c e d oppos i te views perhaps best s u m m e d u p by J u d g e 
F r ede r i ck Howay , w h o sentenced the strikers, i n c l u d i n g Ma i r s , who chose 
t r ia l w i thout j u r y , a n d J o h n Wal lace deBeque Farr i s , one o f the lawyers for 
the m ine r s a n d a l e a d i n g L i b e r a l , later the first m in i s t e r o f l abour i n B C , 
then at torney-genera l a n d a senator. 

Sa id Howay : " T h i s was not an ord inary r iot . It was not a sudden ebu l l i ­
t i on o f pen t -up fee l ing but shows a l l down the l ine a de l iberate scheme, a 

1 2 "S t r ike on the Island," Victoria Times Colonist, 23 March 1997; (BC), Royal Com­
mission on Vancouver Island Riots: Claim for damages by Alexander Nei l McK in -
non, B C Archives, G R 518, Box 2, File 34; Ladysmith Chronicle, 11, 25 October 
1913; 4 Apr i l , 25 August, 1, 9 September, 17 October, 17 November 1914; 14July 
1966; Vancouver Province, 2 September, 15 October 1914; Nanaimo Free Press, 9, 
14, 17,25 October 1913. 
1 3 "P r i son Martyr: the death in Oakalla of Joe Mairs," Victoria Times Colonist, 30 
March 1997; Ladysmith Chronicle, 27 January, 8August 1914; "Mairs, Joseph. "Dic­
tionary of Canadian Biography, Volume X I V 1911-1920 (Toronto, 1998). 
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des ign f r o m one e n d to the other . T h e riots at N a n a i m o , S o u t h We l l i n g t on , 
E x t e n s i o n a n d L a d y s m i t h were a l l for one purpose , were s imul taneous a n d 
were ca r r i ed out w i th one l ine o f act ion. Bombs were th rown , p roper ty de­
stroyed a n d peaceful cit izens made to flee for the i r lives a n d a persistent 
state o f t e r r o r i s m . " 1 4 

Farr i s , i n his famous two-hour Address at the L a b o u r T e m p l e F o r u m i n 
V a n c o u v e r i n 1915, after the str ike, ind i c t ed the Conservat ive p r o v inc i a l 
government . "I have a grave charge to m a k e against the g o v e rnmen t . . . I 
leave it to y ou to r each a verdict o f gui l ty o r not gui l ty : T h a t the m ine r s o n 
Vancouve r I s land have been unfa i r ly treated; that there has been a fa i lure to 
enforce the p r o p e r precaut ions for the safety o f h u m a n life i n these mines ; 
that the gove rnment o f this prov ince is respons ib le ; that there has been, 
a n d there is, a b o n d o f sympathy a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g between the coal m i n e 
operators a n d the gove rnment o f this prov ince , w h i c h is a menace to the i n ­
terests o f labour , a n d a c r ime against the coal m ine r s a n d the i r fami l i es . " 
D i sag ree ing w i th J u d g e Howay, Farr i s said that i n Augus t 1913 " h u m a n en ­
durance c o u l d s tand it no l onge r a n d they got m a d . " T h e m e n " h a d become 
so desperate, f r o m the cond i t ions ex is t ing a n d the h i g h - h a n d e d treatment 
they were rece iv ing , that these we l l -known riots s tar ted . " H e b l a m e d the 
coa l compan ies a n d the g o v e rnmen t . 1 5 

Rev. J o h n H e d l e y o f the H a l i b u r t o n Street M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h i n the 
south e n d o f N a n a i m o , where many miners l ived, was s imi la r l y sympathet ic 
to the miners . M e n were arrested o n doubt fu l a n d t r i v ia l charges, he sa id , 
a n d there was a b r eakdown o f r egard for law a n d just ice . " A s far as the m i n e r 
can see the law a n d the admin i s t ra t i on o f law exists solely for the p ro tec t i on 
a n d he lp o f the m i n i n g companies . A l l loyalty to the state must van ish w h e n 
it is r ecogn i zed that the state does not s tand for just ice o r fa ir p lay , " he 
s a i d . 1 6 

I n many ways, as p r o d u c t i o n p i cked u p , the str ike was lost before the r iots 
i n Augus t 1913. T h e riots became the symbol ic t u r n i n g po in t . M a n a g e r 
C o u l s o n , who l ed the oppos i t i on to un i on i za t i on , left C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es 
late i n 1913 because o f i l l h e a l t h . 1 7 By the fo l lowing J u n e , the U M W A h a d 
spent we l l over $1 ,000,000 wi thout immed ia te p rac t i ca l result a n d needed 
to e n d the str ike. T h e p rov inc ia l government also wan ted the str ike over. 

P r e m i e r R i c h a r d M c B r i d e c ommun i ca t ed w i th C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es o f 
C u m b e r l a n d a n d Ex t ens i on , Pacif ic Coast C o a l M i n e s o f Sou th W e l l i n g t o n 

1 4 Ladysmith Chronicle, 25 October 1913. 
1 5 B . C . Federationist, 21 January 1916. 
1 6 " T h e Labor Trouble in Nanaimo District: A n Address Given Before the Brother­
hood of Haliburton Street Methodist Church, " (undated, but after the riots), by Rev. 
J o h n Hedley, B C Archives, NWp 971.7, H455. 

Cumberland Islander, 6 December 1913. 



52 Fighting For Dignity 

a n d Wes t e rn F u e l C o m p a n y o f N a n a i m o suggest ing it was i n the interests o f 
everyone that the str ike be ca l led off. A f ter discussions, M c B r i d e c o m m u n i ­
cated w i t h str ike d i rec to r F r a n k F a r r i n g t o n the compan ies ' p roposa l to 
r e - employ str ikers "w i thout d i s c r im ina t i on a n d as rap id l y as phys ica l c ond i ­
t ions o f the mines w i l l p e rm i t . " T h e companies also said they w o u l d "so l o n g 
as the best interests o f the propert ies u n d e r the i r c on t ro l may be fully con­
served" no t emp loy new miners u n t i l str ikers h a d been re instated " p r o ­
v ided , however, that i n each a n d every case due r e ga rd be h a d for a p r o p e r 
s tandard o f ef f iciency." T h e companies conceded that the miners h a d the 
r i gh t to j o i n the U M W A " a n d the companies sha l l not d iscr iminate against 
any o f the m e n because o f the i r af f i l iat ion therewi th. T h i s , however, is not to 
be unde r s t ood as a r ecogn i t i on i n any respect by the companies o f the 
U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f A m e r i c a . " F a r r i n g t o n , w i th l i tt le ba rga in ing 
power, c o u l d on ly accept. B u t he sought assurance that strikers w o u l d be re­
h i r e d before new mine rs were h i r ed . M c B r i d e t o l d h i m that the companies 
r ep l i ed that r e h i r i n g w o u l d be done i n good fa i th . 

B y any measurement , the p roposed sett lement was a defeat for every­
t h i n g str ived for over a lmost two years a n d o n 20 J u n e 1914 the miners 
voted 1,464 to 206 to reject it. Debate c on t inued . A specia l convent ion o f 
the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r , at wh i ch G o o d w i n was one o f four delegates 
f r o m the C u m b e r l a n d U M W A loca l , was he ld 13-15 J u l y 1914. By a vote o f 48 
to 36, delegates agreed to a r e f e r endum vote by a l l af f i l iated un ions o n a ca l l 
for a g ene ra l str ike to suppor t the miners . B u t 21 o f the 48 "yes" votes came 
f r om delegates o f s t r i k ing U M W A locals. It was the f our th genera l strike ca l l 
d u r i n g the m ine r s ' str ike. T h e first, for a 24 -hour genera l strike, came at the 
B C F ede ra t i on o f L a b o u r convent ion i n Janua r y 1913 f r om the C u m b e r l a n d 
miners , but it was defeated. T h a t was the first specif ic d e m a n d i n B C for a 
genera l str ike. T h e J u l y 1914 convent ion dec is ion p r o v i d e d for four orga­
nizers to fan out to get suppor t for a genera l str ike. B u t o n 18 Augus t 1914 
the f edera t ion a n n o u n c e d it was not g o ing to give the result o f the vote 
(which, it d isc losed nex t year, h a d been defeated) a n d w o u l d not take any 
act ion. 

T h e str ike was now very clearly over: T h e m ine r s vo ted next day 1,030 to 
363 to accept the sett lement they h a d rejected o n 20 J u n e a n d the strike was 
formal ly ca l l ed of f o n 20 Augus t 1914. P r e m i e r M c B r i d e h a d assured the 
u n i o n ear l i e r : " F r o m my conferences w i th the operators I feel personal ly 
conv inced that they w i l l spare no effort to carry out i n fu l l sincerity the spir i t 
o f these proposa ls , a n d that they have no in t en t i on o f evad ing any th ing fair 
a n d reasonable i n the u n d e r t a k i n g they agree to give i n the event o f such 
proposa ls b e i n g accepted . " W i t h i n months , U M W A leaders accused the com-
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panies o f r eneg ing o n the agreement by h i r i n g new employees i n pre fer­
ence to some s t r i ke r s . 1 8 

Far r ing t on , who started w o r k i n the coa l mines o f I l l ino is i n 1882 at the 
age o f n ine , t o l d in te rna t i ona l pres ident J o h n W h i t e that the outcome " w i l l 
not be satisfactory i n any respect, n o r such as w i l l reward those s p l e n d i d 
m e n for the sacrifices they have made , n o r compensate t h em for the f ight 
they have fought so courageously a n d we l l . " T h e u n i o n was " s u r r o u n d e d by 
a c omb ina t i on o f insurmountab le obstacles that leave us no choice but to ac­
cept terms that are far short o f ou r expectat ions . " However , " the educa­
t i ona l effect o f the str ike a n d the exper i ence ga ined by the m e n invo l ved 
has been such as must eventual ly result i n a bet terment o f the i r c ond i t i on . 
W h i l e , o n the o ther h a n d , the penal ty p a i d by the companies a n d the gov­
e rnmen t for ou r defeat has been so heavy as to m a k e bo th hesitate a n d make 
a reasonable effort to avo id future t rouble w i t h the U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f 
A m e r i c a . " 

H e t o l d Wh i t e that he h a d made it c lear to the m iners that the agreement 
"mean t absolutely n o t h i n g for them; that u n d e r the terms submit ted by the 
m i n e owners it was entire ly w i t h i n the hands o f the companies to sift out the 
m e n at w i l l ; I p o i n t e d out the f inanc ia l pos i t i on o f the In ternat iona l U n i o n 
a n d made it c lear to the m e n that it w o u l d be pract ica l ly imposs ib le for us to 
cont inue f inanc ing the str ike m u c h l onger . " H e l is ted these reasons for c on ­
t r i bu t ing most to " o u r f a i lu re " i n the s t r ike : O r i e n t a l l abour ; i m p o r t i n g 
cheap coal f r om New Zea land , Aus t ra l i a , a n d J a p a n ; indus t r i a l depress ion ; 
the p rov inc i a l government w h i c h assisted the companies to break the 
str ike; a n d the use o f a r m e d forces. H e opposed a genera l str ike as imprac t i -
c a l . 1 9 

Rober t Foster, Distr ict 28 pres ident a n d a f o rmer C u m b e r l a n d m i n e r , 
sa id later the str ike was lost because the compan ies got e n o u g h replace­
ments to operate the mines . H e too o p p o s e d a genera l str ike, saying it 
w o u l d not stop the str ikebreakers. " It was imposs ib l e to reach the t h i n g w i th 
a genera l strike or any other k i n d o f s t r ike , " he sa id . Foster said the p r o v i n ­
c i a l gove rnment "establ ished a r i n g o f po l i ce a r o u n d the Vancouve r I s land 
mines , a n d made it imposs ib le for o u r m e n to visit the m e n s h i p p e d i n there 
o r to i n f o r m them o f the cond i t i ons o r what we were f i ght ing for o n V a n c o u ­
ver I s l a n d . " 2 0 

1 8 Wargo, "The Great Coal Strike"; Margaret Ormsby, British Columbia: A History 
(Vancouver, 1958); Ladysmith Chronicle, 11,25 October 1913; 25 August, 1 Septem­
ber, 17 October 1914; Nanaimo Free Press, 14, 17 October 1914; B.C. Federationist, 
17, 24 July 1914; Fernie District Ledger, 22 August 1914. 
1 9 U M W A District 28 Papers, Farrington to White, 19 June 1914. 

2 0 Glenbow Museum and Archives, Calgary, U M W A District 18 Papers, File 23, 12th 
annual convention of U M W A District 18, Lethbridge, Alta., 15-24 February 1915, 
transcript pages 246-7; B.C. Federationist, 21 January 1916. 
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T h e r e m a i n i n g i m p r i s o n e d rioters were re leased very short ly after the 
str ike was ca l l ed off. F a r r i n g t o n had ear l i er rece ived what he ca l led P r e m i e r 
M c B r i d e ' s " s o l e m n p r o m i s e " that i f there was a r e tu rn to work, " h e w o u l d 
set mach ine r y at wo rk to secure the immed ia t e release o f o u r m e n i n p r i s on , 
A n g e l o i n c l u d e d . " 2 1 T h e last m a n to be re leased was Ange l o , o n 25 Septem­
ber 1914, a n d he was immed ia te l y depo r t ed to the U n i t e d States. T h e a m ­
nesty d i d not inc lude A d a m s a n d J a c k s o n who were yet to face t r ia l a n d go to 
p r i s o n fo r d y n a m i t i n g M c K i n n o n ' s house. 

T h e str ike was over. A n d W o r l d W a r I h a d jus t begun . 

Farrington to White, 19 June 1914. 




